™ LIFE oF D . Rom

i 1y Haeding wac born cn 10 July 1890 in Hashington, North
Carolina. 1 was the ninth of cleven children boxn to the Heverend
thaniel Narding, and the Cixst of theea children prodced by the union
betuocn the Rev. Harding and his second wie, darina eickell gt (che
foreer s, W 0. Tandy), his ficse wite, Nory Elizobeth Woshes, having
aied cn 5 January 1687, 1 Theoush both of his parents Bimed darding's
ancustal roots were Linked to ot of the oldest and st istinguished
familics of Besufort County, including not cnly the Hardinge and Hoyts,
bt alen the Grists, Geieses, Foreleys, Keaises, and others.

s father, the Rov. Nathaniel Hording, hd by the tims of his bisth
been secving as rector of . Pote's Bpiscopal Church in Washingten for
neacly thece docades. Born at Crocowinity in Beautoct County on 6 March
1647, the Rev. Hacding was the scn of Nathaniel Harding and the forser
Elzateth hon Pateick. Theic maceioge of about 1820 eventually produced 8
total of ten children. The eldce Nathaniel Hacding §8 thousht to have been
the tirat sesbec of the Harding Conily in Sorth Carolina to have sebraced
the Cpiacopal rareh, and for many years peior to his desth in 1063 e
s & steuch sigocter of historlc Teinity Parish, Chocoulnity, tle had
en t0rn in 1790t the union between Tscael Haxding and Aenis Clark;
. 1scaol Harding vas the son of the Steghen Harding e £6 believed to
have been the €icse of the Hacdings to ccme scutheacd fron Sonde Taland and
Settle in the Hesufort oy aces in the carly decades of the sighteenth
centucy.  hosording to fantly tradicion, this Stesben Hacding L supposed
0 have teen a shigbuilder Who established his Eicst residence at Fork

Rolat cn the Bamlico River nest present-doy vashington.



o Rov. Nothanie Hacding enlisted in the Confederate sy on 20

a3 1864 ot the ago of seventeen, and thereatter secved ekl the end

Of the Clil War. Tl then taut school In Bcautort County and in Wilnington,
. subseently secved a5 comardant at the Creshice Military Acsdeny in
Comacticut. Ho had recolved s eacly adueation at Trinity School, Craco-
winity (hich his son Birund would Later ottend), and later rateiculated

at Teinity College in Hactfoed, Conmecticut, where he as pregaced ot the
Episccpal ministry. Ordained by Bishop Thamas Atkinamn in St Jases Chutch,
Wilaington, en 13 July 1673, ho deliveced his Flrst sernon tvo weeks later

in the Beaufort. oty Gourthouse in Washingten.  On 14 Septanber 173 bo
participated in the cpening scrvice of the ne St. Feter's Crurch, and on

the Collouing Susay he was called o th rectorship of St. Peter's Parish,

a position in uhich he served with quiet distinotion and dedicaticn fos his
entize ministry of forty-four years.” Aocording to Bimund Harding's cun
account. of his fach's ministry at St. Peter's, “ther were sany trying
ines during his Rectorship and many things €0 upset the peace of the con

4 evesthetess,
the Rev. Tarding seons b0 have hept In check the elenents of exteane lov-

aregation on accoun of  focmer Rector's dafection to e,

Ghrch reaction within his pacish, and to have retained within Lt the
"beauty of holiness* which vas unti] cecently viwd as an essential charac-
tertstic of mpiscopal vorship

ut of a1l this thece camn an understanding between priest

a0 Pecple shich s seldn found,  Ne. Narding was a ‘Ecayer
ook Crecrman and e

16 vas unoubtedly in accordance ith the Badk of Comon Brayer s instruo-
tions and formulations that the Hev. Harding pecforned the bptisn of his son



Bt on 7 Soprentec 1690, Lovingly and carefully placing the holy voter
betien a0 atove the 1L anall cacs which vould cna day grow to majestic
prcgortions. &

o house in vhich Bl Hacding was born and ceared, aleng with his
s siblings, was the St. Feter's reotory on Harvey Strcet in Washingten.
It was nok uneiL 1906, when Biund wos sixtoen yeacs of age, that a nev cec-
tory wos bulle on Bast s Street, and the Rov, Haeding movd his laxge
famiiy there.” By this tise, bovever, young Hazding had nearly carpleted
his acation, and had bagun to cract the coucee wrich vould eventally
1604 hin b0 & celcbrates carect a3 an entoctainer, hrweist, ond pblic
epeater.

B barding received his early edhcation in the pblic schonls of
Hashington unti1 he was eleven yoacs old, at which tine Lt was elt that his
utoing and samesdat mischlevous nature night beneelt fram the cother

severe and dananding cogiren of Trinity School, Croouinity. This charcirat~
£iiated school hd been Founded by the Rev. Nathaniel Harding's predeces-
. the Rev. . C. thghes, had been attended by the Rev.

Hacding hissele, and by the tise of Bimund Harding's encollnent in 1901,

s being cperated a8  milicary school.? A contesgecary acvertisement.

presented the Collowing gencral statesent of the scheol's ains and progesna:
ity Sebool

A Prpsratory scvol fex Gils ard b
Cpares for 811 Colleges and Scuthern tniversities

tho school is to develop all ...u{ and serany

s oty oo 9t 3. 1o R S o Glatlor el
witen: |15 taiaeional pEInCIPLes arc w0 ot a high standatd
S kerloctual acainment; thocou

el idual bonerie. ‘Milieory arills and diecipline sre
‘it bt as aéfording excellent neans of Erysical training
i Tabies an ranly tono, Ho

Gut—door sporta are heartily cocouraged apd pecedted: W
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OF Trinity School Warding hiel€ would later veite: oo much cannot be
2814 in pratse of this nstitution that did intold goed for the Church in

——

I is of intecest to mote that even at the 296 of thirteen,
while st Trinity Scteol, Bamed Hording was alcesdy showing peenise o8 3
cpeoker and hanorist. o the Satucday afternacn recitatices customarily
et of the public spesking closses, young Gimnd habitusily choss
briet and hisorous selections: and in 1903 he 3 cocorded to have v the
el for declaiaing, even though conpeting against much older boys. 1
lirding graduated fecn Telnity Scheol dn 1907 ot the age of seventen,
a0, Lackiog the money 0 90 en to collese, took his First full-tine Job.
2 o salesman in Becok's Shos Store in Hashingtan. Hece too were exhibited
early sians of his Flaic and shomsnship. On 15 tarch 1910 a local nevepeper
article called special attention to the cutstanding illinery dicplay at
Ecooks Shoo Store and praond the "unique and catchy” styles desisned by
the establicments *artistic ai1lince,* young Samund acding. 22

At leaving Brook's Shos Stoce, larding next. foud erployment 3t the
Hashingtcn orse Bichamge cn West. Sccond Strcet, wocking for the colortul
Jewish irmigrant, B. L. Suman, dealer in boesos, mules, and farn seplies, '

Many yeacs Lator, Harding

cen triend and fellow Washingtenian, Cacd
Gourch, wuld rocall that “there was scaccely & day that Biwnd didn't have
acme e aneciote o, tel) et . Summan.*M Gosceh and others aleo
elatmst that o varm and sympathetic relationship developed betveen young
Haraing . the miles which vere under his care,  Tmediately seon the scund



Of i volce, it s 5ald that every mule In the stable would start
braying Lustily and cegarding him affectionatoly.” For the rest of his
2ife, ond despite his grost success, Harding vould delight fn referting o
hingel 56 * former mule saleann,”

10 1912 B farding vas comissioned 3 ensign in the torth Cacolina
Naval MiLitia, secving sbosed the gond ship ELEclda which wos stationed i1
ashinaton €. But ot the tine of Anerica's ontey into World War 4 he vas
exepted from active ailitary service. One teascn for his exerption vas
enat e vas

iontiess ox neacly 50 in cne eye; another reason was that be
o taben Katherine Deogow 36 his vife Just prior to the outbreak of
hostilicies in Burope. Katherine Bcogow had been boen on 3 April 1693 and
vas the dasghter of prominent ashington busioesanan, Willise Beogar. Her
other, the former Katherine Blount, bad pased ey when she vas anly B0
@5 01d; and t0  geeat extent she had been ratsed to maturity by her grank
Parents, Dc. and Nes. Willian A, Blowne. e tarding and Ksthecino
Beagas vere aaceled ot St. Peter's cn the morning of 3 Jme 19145 and the
1ecal nevspaper repocted that. thei honeymocn was to be "an extensive tour
of nocthern cities, " incluling ew Yok, Niagoca Falla, Torcnto, and Mot~
ceal. 17 sox the next forey yeacs Hacding would be dosored to “Miss Katle."
For 2 good many yesrs after thei narriage, the Hardings resided in
WiLlian Brogau's bane cn Exst Woin Strcet in Washingten, tagether with
Puterous other Fanily renbers. 1t was while Mving in this house that thelc
0 daughters and only children vere born:  Katherine Bloune Hacding on 14

e 1915 (oo M. Ty L. Hoes) and o Hoyt Harding on 12 July 1916

(5w b, Julian Davengort) . Gn 15 ay 1925, however, the Nardings purchased
@ civer 1ot in Washington vhich wus to be the site of their permancnt hare.
for the comatrder of thetr marricd life, The hause on this 1ot was cxa



Pleted fou years lator, in Janvary of 1929, and during the next oath the
Comily wves fn. By the tie of this move, Bmnd Hacding had pregeessed
Shightly feom the selling of mulcs to the selling of fertilizer and insuc-
o 1t mout of the soney [or the new house had core Erom Willian Beagan,
bl Euthorln-law and present erplojer.  Indecd, Harding abitually cefersed

0 his house—tho original *Sumyside® at T01 Short Deiven-as "Miss Katle's

House." Seueral yoars later the Hardings purchased a saccnd house, several
miles telos bashington and in @ beastiful locaticn on the basks of the Panlico.
s facm houce, thoroughly remescled by the Kacdiogs, secved 38 theit
eme b foc many years; and with the passage of tine it gradwlly
acpeopelated the nane "Senyeide’ formerly attached to the permanent
cosiderce in snington. 18

e Bcages bouse and Later the tvo tarding ouses were the scenes of
Siiet constant activity. A axdent fanily man, Barnd Harding loved and
f61t 3 great Loyalty to both his own relatives and thooe of his wife, For
ey years it was not at all wsssl for several generations € be Fepresented
within the sano bousehold. The heuse on Shore Deive was especially Lively
6 the o daughers, Katherine and fens, passed thecugh theic toen-sge

yeacs; and thek pacents not caly sspeevised but scelvely participated in

the fcagsent poctles, visits, and other sctivities. A men of toundless

enecay and gregariousness, Bamed Harding vas forevee instigating and en-
coucsging family and sial ctivities of eveey descelption, alsays with a
Elase for originality snd Elamtoyence.'% This remained a foature of his
pecsenatiy and chacscter theoumpout his Tifer and it was to prove invalu-
able when the tise cane Ko peamote the enocmously expensive and diFicule
3ob of costoring histocic Bath.

Prcatnent a3 the rumerovs and varled sctivities vhich Bamed Haraing
participated in during his 1ifatine vece those related to his beloved St.
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1t 5t. Poterts was desteoyed by fie during his

S the porish ouse
csrly yeacs a3 organist and choirmsster, Bamnd Hacding tock prinary responsi-
bility for caising funds and Laying plans for a nev parish house.  Ground
s Brckn by his dougher o on 23 tacch 1926 nd on 21 February 1927 the
cmplused steucture was Officially opened—a CRdLE to toth 1t bullders and
0 lscding's lesdership. Gn 4 June 1956 this pacish bouse too vas destroyed
by e, and althoush facding celinuished prinary responsibility for its
cebuilding to youmser menbers of the congregatlon, his suppoct and work
et tho scencs contelbuted mch to the success of the project. 2

10 1926, s stter eittecn years of crplogment with Ben S and
the Wshington Horce Bichange, Harding becane, a5 has alceady been sentioned,
5 fectiizee nd fneucance salesman. The £lrm with Which he vas o asscci
ated vas that of WiLlLan Beoguw and Company, & business cperated By his.
Eathec-in-Los and the latter's brother Jobn. Thece were o genceal divi-
sions of the tiem, with illim spscvising the fertilizer division and Join
in chacge of the Insurance divisicn. Bimeds considerabl sales talents
ke put 10 vork in both areas. S He wos to continue 36  salesean of dnsuc-
e and ospecially fertilizer for many years befoce sebarking e a full
tise spesking career, havina, s coe wog put L, Finally “exchanged hus.
Indecd, cven ot the eine of his death n 1970, Harding xematned

for e
a partncr in shat was then the insucanco €icm of WiXLLan Bragaw and Company,
even though boeh illise and Jotn Besaes had Jong since passed avay.
Closely related to B Hacding's loog involvement.in the fectilizer
business vas the position which he held for more than Ehirty years as sales
aupervizor for the Waehingtan Tbeced Nrket, & Job which cocupied his tise
i enceay for spproninately thrce senths each year and which nucture i
talents sa an organizer, entertainer, and shomun, Indesd, botween 1924 and



1954, thcding's prosotional and sales sctivites were at. lesst partially
cosponsible for the fact that Washington's tobacen sales Incressed frcn
w0 millicn to more than fitsen millien pouds aonually. ?

Tucuptout his st 1ifetine, Bimnd larding was an avid Joinee of
it and other geouper theso peovided & natucal cutlet for his Sregarious
Pature and civie mindodhess.  Prateenally, be vos a resbec of Oct Lodge o,
104 0f the York Kice Hasons in Washington, and be vas raised to the Haster
Mason's cegeee as early as 31 Warch 1817, Foue years later, in 1821, e
s chosen as Naster of his lodse, and long years later b seceivad the
Geand Lodge Voterans iaed for moxe than & half centucy of continuous service, %
Hacding was 5160 o resber of the Suan Tumple of Sheiners in Washington;
e cmined an sctive sesber of thiz frotaenal seoup for many, Tany.
eaes. ™ In 1966 ho vas nado an honocary sesber of the Washington Licns.
b and of the Inteenationsl Asscoiation of Liens Clubs. For 3 lang
perian of tine, he uas sccretary of the Washingten Chasber of Crmacce,
enly celinquishing that positicn vhen his spesking engegencnts aade it
ecessicy for him to be Erequntly ot of tow,  Harding was, moceower,
an bonocary 11€-tine merber of both the Yahington Crisber of Comerce and
Snfor Canker of Cammerce.  Indecd, by the tine of his death e had boen
e at leust an bonorary menber of most. of the civic clubs in wshington, %

In akition o his eivic club activities, there were numerous ochor
s in which Bisund llacding shosldered the sesgcmsibilities of citizanship.
Begiming i his Late twentics, he served for many years a5 an ctive pesber
f the Wshington Fire Departmnt; and he s later nade a lifetine pember
o this oraanization. for sy yeare, also, he vas & s Of the Kashington
Schen Roard. ™ Buen ater the ckmnd of hie speaking tours caused hin €
bn ot of o Eroquently and fox protroctad periods, Bimed Nacding found



tho i, wben e could, o visit cost haws, ospitals, schools, wd even
Ja11 bsses i and oo Washington, aharing his infectious good e
and his optiaistic cutlook en e,

Whenever & special avent or celabration of any kind was called for in
the teun of Hachington, Gimund Harding natucally sprang to mind 48 the
o could ceganize tho affair ith oficiency and Elaskoysnce.  od, not.
Intecquently, larding's shoxeanehip and talancs 95 an entetaine 3l led
it 0 becone an active participont s vell a3 1t ocgenizer.

A& cacly a5 the evening of 4 Septenber 1910, Iacding had desonstrated
0 his fellou citizens of ashington the goad natured thestrical flair
which uas to raman ulth hin alkoys, The cocasicn was & benefit pecformance
Of the cpeca "Tasbolla" in the Washington Opera Bouses and his perfocmance
in the starcing role deew forth special praise in the following moeming's
edition of the loca) paper:
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Mo less vell cocoived vas Harding's performance three years later, cn the
evening of 21 Novenkee 1913, vban & "Society Vaudeville Shov® vas produosd
in a Jocal theater.

on & sbsacqent occasion Harding both urote and produeed a shou shich
vas pecormd at the John Sasll Scteol audicoriun in Washington, and which
desonstratad not only his shamnchip bt his nascent Intecest in eautort

County"s history as vell. This prodicticn was billed asan“historical ceview



of utington's citizenry and histoey feem colonial tincs to the orld
War." The aulience vas catinated ot batween 1,500 and 2,000 pecple, and
e negper ceview of the follorng day gave e credit foc aeding's
remtold oforts:

iny the facts for the pageant,

ey
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otganizer, and s shosnship. As the centerpisce of this celebration, e
Placed an the Laun of the Besutort Gounty Courtause an fmitation bisthday
Cake which was Five foot high, twenty fect in diameter, and centained 150
camles.  Neprescntic 35 the proud reclplent of this huge bictiday cake es

an opprcpriately scalod iguce of Genoral George Hashington, for ham the

o ot Hashingzon hod been named.

Fucm 1936 to 1940 Bieund Hading vas & prine mover in the armusd Tulip
Festiuals which vere held i Hashingten and the sucroueding rca.  Hlece again
he pEoued t0 b an effective and ismaginative organizer; and his Lifelcos
Sppceciation of Flowes doubtless aked an extea diensicn of enjoyment
0 the vork uhich these festivals antaiica, ¥

During and followig World e I, B Hacding vas sble o dra
upon his talents a5 an ocganizer and showaan n his promoticnsl. sctivities
for tho tashington Tobwooo Hacket.  Frem 1941 theough 1948 he 1ed the coloctul
Hashingten Caravane-a motley trowpe of "hill-billy msicians, quartetts singers,
monoloaists, and other talent”  which visited vacious comnities in Seaufort
and succcunding counties, putting an shows vhich also featured local talent.
During its final year the Coravan toured seven counties in northessten tocth
Carolina and performed before an estimated 6,000 to

Haroing also put on his o cadio show as & pact of his promocicn of the
Washington Tobacco Wacket. This popular shov, cperating n cenjumcion with
the Caravon, s called Washington on the Air. 41

Both publicly and privately, Biand Harding vas long an enthusiastic
bsecvor of Chcistnas.  Indeod, he was senetines cefecced to a2 e, Cheistras
by his fello Wachingtonians. Bven txforo the orgenizaticn of the Hashingtan
b of Commerce, he was instrumntal in orgsnizing a group koo a8 the

sashington Camunity Loogue, wbich, alowy with meerous other sctlvitics,



n

ponsared an anwal Chelstass pocode.  Harding vas nsteunental. in persding
e clty fathors of Wishingeon to decorate the streets of Washingten for
Christane, and ho desianed rany of these decocations hineelt. It wos Harding
a0 s wite “Miss Katie® who displayed the First electrically-lighted out-
oor Ciisteas tece in Koshingon; and Haeding ceceived the first prize
ever offeced in Vashington for Chrlstaas decocations,  Sinco the nineteenth
contury 1t was & pecernial sart of Washington's cbcervance of Chiclstass to
Havo e tolls ring at blstorle St. Reter's Chrchy nd fecm tho a9 of
sixteun o the age of Fifty Lt was e Harding o (aithtully tandered
these "Cicistass Poals."  During one Coristras season Harding displayed on
the rcat Laun of his hame on Short Drive the Figuce of & man with prodigicus
ars seated before an organy and theough the use Of Fecordlogs and & sten
o speusees, the figuse sppeared to be playing Christass music oo the
instoumnt.  According to the recollections of Feiend Carl Goarch, "One look
at the ears oz enough to idencify the Figure as ceprosenting Me. ardiog. "
oo Washingten cesidents and his nuscrous felends theoushist the nation,
Harding vas kn foe his highly {ndividusl and iseginative Chelstnss cacds.
These were expensive and Nandcrmly producen cacds with color photoaEaEhs
epioting Harding in various outlandien costumes rom different periods of
history. It is recalled trat Harding regularly sent about 3,000 of these
cards each year.

It s through his numecous civie activities, especlally s a Rotarian,

W the ashington Fotary Club was organized in 1920, the
Ehicty-yeac-old Hacding was a charter mesber; and in the yoacs which followd
e cmoraed a5 a preminent and enthustastic leoder of the aroup. Tn 1929 he

a5 elected prosident of the Local elub by his ellow Rotacians; and in 19%



he i Ghoen € serve a ena-year term as govecnox of the fifty-seventh
Botary Districe. A aistrice gownor, it s incmbent teon hin to make
personsl visita to coch and avery club in the dsteict, and to deliver &
Speoch whocevor he went. Tn the event, these visita and specches fommed the

Launching pod for his cacer. Hils Elest spech, entitled “The Rotarian,
s deliveced on 6 May 1937 at o Rotary conference in Yewpoet Nows, Vicginia.

Literally thousands of specches would ensue during the thirty-thees yesca

Wi Tollows.  After his tern as distelot qovernor cnded in 197, Harding
continued o recelve invitaticns to a¥dcess the various Rotary cluba of his
aisteict; an he was soon ceceiving invitations from otber geoups 48 vell.
During the carly years of his spesking career, Harding asked cnly for
celabucsiment of his erpenses. o foo was asked, Motecwer, he vas anly
ablo o schedule his sppescancos during the evenings oc on weekends when they

Vol ot intectere with his ogulac duties as 3 saleman of fertilizer and
insurance.  Geadually, hovever, be found that the geowe snd organizations to
v 1 ok vere more than willing to pay swbetantial fees for hia secvioes:
a0 rore and roce of his tine and eneray was given over to his spaoking

engagemen
98w up his former cocupation as & salemn and began to devote hinsel almost.

In 1940, theee yescs atter his fizat specch, Harding al) but

entiely to his v and sore Invigocating career. 'S Later recalling this
pivotal change in his 1ife, Harding vould say, "I stayed in the fertilizer
business for more than thictoe years before 1 fowd out that anyiady vould
Py amypody foc Juse catking. =€

Ao talk o ald.  Pecm 1940 wntid his death fn 2970, Eamnd Hacding kept
1 2 dazeling pace, traveling extensively and delivering an avecage of between
150 a1 200 specches a year. In Ny of 1945 an article in the Stace samasine

ccnmented tpon the meteoric cise of his careers
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3 speikor. In'the past fou yea

Six, ot cven moce tiacs—asplo testinony to his care 9ifes and engeging
pro—

e o spesker and entertaince, Bind acding combined the cualities of
storyteller, cloun, ant amespun philossher. Often he vas corpared to
111 Hogers; and he wubkedly folt both horoced and husbled by the oo
partscn. His imgination vas renarkable, his peesentations anisated, and
his stories scemiogly without namber. During the esrly years of his spesking
careor, Hading, the virtucso, wuld aleo peform on the accordion a6 8 pact
of his progcan, while rendecing a 5010 oc leading the geoup in o3, With
the pussage of tine, however, the instrument vas taken W 10ss feeqently,
a0 the misical portiens of his progran geadally gave vay to the tellig of
saiticnal stories.  In the course of a forty-minute speech, Bind Hacding
Vould Lol an average of atout cne and & haLe Jokes per alnute. SKILLLEWLly
interningled with these Jokes were nuggets of comon sense and Light-heacted
insplzaticn, o that often his talks vere a memorabile blend of the comedic
nd soricus. The vast mejoricy of Harding's material was den rcm the.
pecple and events of Washington and Beautort Councy. Wi family, his celatives,
and the home folke provided anpl natecial foe his humory and sost of his
storics, o matter how Luticrous, bad 8 basis in fact.  Morecver, Hacding
aenecally kept his talks informal, relating his storles Just a8 i he vere

telling them t0 5 geoup of feiends cn o Washinaten street. Yany of s



stories were apletely original, thouh deawn fecm local events and
ehacactucss same voe aleaned from humorous books o Agarines; and others
wure wluntarily shared by well-wishers and sdnicecs who had haaed and

enjoe his spocches. Like WILL ogers, Hacding also kept abeeast of curcent

vt a5 o means of obtaining ratertal for his hmor.
1 15 of intocest to rote that acding mintained a cather elaborata
d carefully contelved £lling systen foc the several thousand stories
which 1 colected and told over the yeacs.  Each seory s kept cn &
separate Filing card, and nany of then could e readily Menticicd and
cecalled by arding sifply by corereing to a key word or phrase. Focords
Were kept of every group to vbam he had spcken, together with the dat
the place, the general topics corered, and a List of all the stories told
en the coxasien. 1t was @ point of considerable pride vith Bind Hacding

that b never or seldon repeated & story before ey Seoup, xcept o5 those
numerous occasicns when be was speciEically requested to do s0.%0 e
‘genecal workings of s aystem were both coloefully and succinctly
desceited by s felend, Card Goscchs

e e 12 ased 20 ik e e it taters pswclaton, L.,

o S T e s 2 el dleco B ke
hece . Looks over the natuse of the talk b made
R T S en i 3 e posch e 1o Sterens

in every cavegory.

In his carly years as 3 professional spesker, Biwad Harding was sble
0 cecpend pecsonally to the ever increasing mber of invitatiens, and to
perconally schedule his appeaances and accange his travel and acccmmodations.
This st Length bocame npeactical, however, and ehrough s of his profes-
sicnal career his bookings and other acrangenents vese handled thicugh the
Brecutive Clute organization heakpictered In Topeka, Kansas. Dt oven at
e continued to ke

the height of his celebeity and extensive travels




v

s appestances In Washington and Eheougbout Worth Carolins; and wherever
o ke thore vas aliays loving, altelt amsing, coference to his haneton
pope——

10 sdtition o the huross natuce of his rany stocies and the skill and
VA with which they vere delivered, Bieund farding's abilities o vin
affocticn and excite aiseh were aided by his porsonal qualities and anssing
arpeatince. It vas with po hine of insul or ridicule that his 9004 feiend,
Carl Gooreh, comented vgon the visual aspect of Harding's hew

st to
L0k at hin rakes people enile; somines they laugh right out lowd, e
133 & vide routh and tinkling eyes, and eacs that might cause Poter Ratbit

0 Clain Kinship.” Goerch then vent cn to deaw porallels betseen &und

Harding and othors whose business it vas to ke pecple Lasghs
Leading humorists oy tanding
ot e m..mmuc. 1 Gl inguisn tren feon tha
1 pecgie. woc, e Shmy D, oo
o T e o e ot Ve, Fosstache
0 B, eaes, 53
Hrding's delivery and offectiveness a5 a spesker were also aided by
Bl 1out and distinctive voloo—the same voice vhich had allegedly assisted
him many yoors earlier i vocking with B, L, Susman's maless
a volce that can casily be hoasd above.
0 i S S & s 107, o & Tt
ot cnlycin'ah Sudléndo’of 3 thiui m-um.mrhm
m.mu,,m il Tale s bk dom th rao it 3
he?Lah 3t hiS Jokes o Ley £o Figure out ehelr meening. ot

Bocause of the natural volumo of his voice, and bocause, tao, of pecsonal
beeterence, Hacding seldom L€ ever wsod & micecphone during the coucse of
his Lo spesiing carcer.*®

Ao conteibuting to Warding's great success as  spesker and entertatner

st his incurable opeiaian, his boundloss encrgy, snd his sinece love of



pesory €00 a3 an teportant asset €0 him in his professional

pecple. 1

Gareer, a8 it was in his cocial and clvic octivities. His detailed recol-

Locticn of faces, names, cuent, and citcunstances 18 8aid to have been

© should e roted that.the sany persnsl Kindnesses vhich Harding
cenderc it his 1ifetian in other aress vere also cendored in the
o of his professional career. When, for exwple, 8 young men fran
Greanstoro was atteegting to establish hisel€ s an “atter dirmer humorist”
0 the mid-19605, he evidently had found the old master to be toth a

Willing and snselfish adviser:

hea o speak. 1 have ure heard. sone nice Eninge about 1oy
and o that 1 have ek you 1 knoe thak they vere a1l trves 37

Birund tarding's Jowe for pecple,
travel, and activity pronpted hin o organize several grop tours "Eox the
Jou OF a1l ages* t0 fac-£lung areas of the globe. Canvinced that he could
ondict more interesting and enteraining toucs than the cnos he hinselt
s e on, Harding tack his geovpe to the Meditercanean, Scandinavia, the

Oricnt, and naii.  Althoush these toucs netted only el profits, they
414 prokice the e good fellowship foc which they hod been prizarily
aesionea.

16 was slmst. inevitable thot B¥und Hacding's speaking caceet, perscnal-
iy, e civic imvolvesents vould Lesd him into close association vith rnercxs.
Feople of wealeh, Initiative, s inflocmoe-—3ust the sorts of pacple W
vere to prove imaluatle. when the trenendossly expensive and diffcult vork
o cestoring historic ath wss Finally begun i the id-1950s. At length,
sy of these ipdlviduals, frcm the local. to the national level, vould be



ol 1 <ol him thele Celends and they would, morsover, be cager to lend

theds ssistance nd Einanoial supgnet to his endesvors.  dor sould fsrding
be the sliohtest bit tinid in secking thel belp when it vas ok offered
freely, for e was ot cnly ot esse but forceful and porsussive in any
ssbere in which e chose to nove.

0 25 Lncenbor 1954 B¥und Harding Suffeced  geeat pecsonal loss with
the death of “Miss Katie, his wife of four docades. Ducing the eacly yeace
of his carcer 25 & husosist and encertaines, Hes, Harding had accenpunisd
his on seme of his spesking toucs; but with the passage of tine, her failing
health ad grodually curtatled and Einally ended her travelig,  Deatncss
B0 Struck her s & young wenen, and during the last elght yeacs of her 1ife
e o oprived of hec sight s well, ke pussing 1eft 3 sort of vacum in
Harding's life; and it sy well be that the restoration of historic Bath,
bogun ducig the ollowing year, vas at lesst partially s atterpt to FiL1
enat voom,

Turcush the course of his long cacoer a8 an encestainer ond hrorist,
Hording's suxcess and colebeity browght his sany honaes and tritutes, rang-
ing fron the {rpressive to the abeurd.  Beginaing with Governer Gregg Cherry
in the late 19405 and uithout. £ai1 thereatter, he vas aptly designated by
each governor as "octh Cazolina’s Asbassador of Goodwill," a title which he
cichly deserwe and bore with pride,  In 1950 he was chosen by the Raleigh

s and ocorver a3 “Tar floel of the Wesk,* 3 distincticn of vhich he s
also justifiably proud. Amng his fellov cosidents of Washingten and Beautort
County, e was affectionatley dubed "Ihe sqvice of the Panlico" or tha *01d
Hos, of the Banlico"--nicknines wiich in tine followsd hin elsahere. Ocher
itles, tribuces, and nickanes wece confoeced ugon hin across the naticn:

he s, s other things, a Kentucky Colonel, an Ackansos Traveler, an



@

Aica) in the Alaboms Navy, & Tesas Randor, an officer in the Confederate
Al G, an an eooeaey chief arong the Kicwa Trdlans of Oklanass,
Fuchi the arestest and most geatitying teibute o Hacding wss the
boervance of "Eawind Macding oy” in Wshington on § ay 1966-—sn entlre
day 311 with festivicies in his honoc. The doy vas racked by a parade,
pen nouses, partics, specches, 3 bost raoe cn the Bamlico, s abortive
Pot-aic balioen ascenaton, and mmecous other sctivities, Unweiled at the
orres of Hain and Wacket stccets wos a assive bust of Harding, uhich
Pad bucn sculptured by an Bast Carolina art. stwdent and featuced ears of
aiguntic propotions

In conjumction with this weiling wos the cedication
f Harding Fountain Squace at the foot of Market Street cn the banks of the
Pantico. e uashingten Dally N put cut & special "B Harding Oay
Biiticn” which briefly recounted numerous {sgortant. events in his Lite,
celebeated his achievenents, nd eahibitad the affection vith vhich he vas
cegaraed locally. % Aluo in congunction with B Hacding Day come mes-
aames of cmagatulation fecm aceoss the state and natien, dncluding the
£olloving elesran frcm Fresident Lynden 5. Jebnson:

Senator Sun Exvin has €01 s that the City of Rashingten i
iy 3 o o e o1 b 213 o o 1
o

in
0 g wishes. Moy the Ensuig

Lynden
Fiesidens of she tnited States®?

During the evening of Bund Hacding Day there s a special presentation
in the Washingten High School. Astitoriim enticlad *Ihis 1s Bimnd tacding,"
a prostan which recounted remoeable chacocters and events fece i Lite and
which uas asdicated to hin “Por His Love and Dewotion to s Camumity. 5%



Pl years atter the bonstoun celebration of imed Hacding Doy, and
o Cifteon yoars atter the death of i firet vife, Bamed tarding once
auin cotered the nuptial state.  Again he chose a varen fram his native
Beautort County. S vas Nina Carolyn Whitley, the daughter of ¥, and
M. Wllbue W, Whitley of Auoro. Her father had disd during her gicihoce,
bt st o gone on €0 graduate £ccn Ouke University and hsd taght for a
While st Crathan 11 in Visginia befoce cetuning to Seaufort County.
Sutsaquently she hid worked for Five years with the Texasgult Campany and
lates Soined the Beautort County tielfare Doparement. 55 Carolyn Whitley and
Bl Hacding vere maceied on 5 July 1969 in the amall chapel. of the diccessn
house in Wilnington. The corescey, attented only by meabers of the imediate
fantly, vas conducted by the Rt v, Thamss K. Height, Bisbog of ast
Carolina, assisted by the Rev. Trvin Wlbert, cector of St. Peter's,
sashington.

Shoctly atter thetr sarciage, Binund arding butlt for his bride a nev
ousa on the Banlico at Sumnyeide, 3ust next o the house e had pukchased
and remreled for & sumer cestdence in the early 19208.5 tnfortumstely, the
marciage vas to be of short duration, foc the OLd Hoes of the Panlico, row
pealy elghty, had 1ittle mce than a year to Live.

Mrcuout the Last fi yescs o his Life, Biund Harding kept p o pace.
Vhich would tave Caxed the vitally of & min of sny sge—this decpite the
foct that e had developed a xather serious heact condition and nov travelsd
and Gelivered his hilacious talks with a centainer of nitro-glycerin in his
pocket. Tafecting the advice of dctocs to slow do, Haxding dnsisted on
camining active to the end. % Late in the atterncon of Saturday the 19th of
Scatamer, 1970, e was steichen by a heaet ateack neae feme, Goorgia, while

cetuning with b

e Carolyn from a spesking engaganent he had ke In
Trjon, Georgta,caly a fou hours befoce.  Shortly hereatter e passed away



in a o bocpital. The talk whleh he had dellvered that afterraon had

becn th 4,9996h of his Loaq and cemarkable career. )

g Harding'e foncral vas beld ot his beloved St. Petar's Charch
in Washington on the roening of 22 Septenter, with the services condted
by the K. v, Thonas K. Wclghe, Blahp of s Carolina, the R, Fav.
eorge tency, Bishop of West Carolina, and the fev. Trvin Wulbect, rector
O St. oter's. Buclal followd in ashington's Oskdale Cenctery.  Sur-
Viving Harding vece his wife, Hes. Carolyn Whiley Haxding, his to daghe
tocs, Hes. Kathorine I, liodses and Wes. Fena i, Davengore, and his sister,
hes. tacey G. Welker.

Mo surviving vee four grandchildeen and to grest
n

ranachiacen.
Imacous teibutes followed the desth of und Harding. As an entec-

tainer, tumoclst, bane-spum philoscphes, and Cheistian gentleman, be had

e hincelt keown and Loved theougbout. the entlre nation.

Nevestheiess,
his acorplistments and spirit were probably best sumed wp in the editorial
teibue by his close feiend Ashley B. Futrell, cditor and pblisher of the
Washinston Dally News:

e tiocth Carolina Ambassador of Goolll . . ., the
01d Hoss of the Fanlico, and Washisaten's Super shléaman
Rl e

S a yourg 61 years
chucchn, iory-tebier Mskotion WA SRR ...m...,

horetiun bolider, “hade’en® gty tut

- Snkbciaindd pacple but b S1ab chal cnged eorie,

e a1 s many ke never chce.1ost. Sighe of the foct
t1at human Kinaness 3 as saturated
tircugh and thecugh With thot quaity.

ey ond of e over
o T e e Bty oot O Le-obinad hariirs
By

2 ity has lost s geeot Ancrican thashingten has
st 3 1eaaing ope, and el Bt s T 15 G,
o ey Sl cre G s o o and
perocnal foeling of grcat



e e e st b stanaiog there ot the ot etting
St oot o T of his Shotce storion At lesse v mev
o i ek g Guiedly

iy, 511 OF o oged S Harding bocause Bt
caing Loved alh of ve-TE



