T HORK O EIMUAD i EAVDING AKD THE RESTORMTICN OF HISTORUC BaTH

B lrding's eardiest asseciations with historie Buth care abext
a8 a xesult of the ministerial duties of his father, the fev. Nathaniel
Harding. s rector of St. Peter"s, Washington, the elder Harding vas also
cesponsitle foe serving the small congregation at old S¢. Thas, tath,

s sixtoen niles fecm his parieh charch, These dutics brovht i cegularly
0 Batt, copecially on Tursdey eveninges and even 88 & boy Bdrund acoce-
punied s Fathor on these trips, fraently deiving the by in later

years after his fathoe’s haalth had begun to ail.”? These early trips to
Eath were never o be forgotten by Biund Hardings and over & period of

many yoacs, ong after his father's deoth, Bind's fntecest in toxth
Carolina’s oldest tan geew 1nto a passion to see It restored,  preserved,
and properly foterpretsd.

I i of interest and sianilcance to note that Blnd Hacding was also
Connected with St. Tharas and Bath through the minfotey of his father's
brother, the Rev. Tocaol Hording. This kinan had,as 3 young san, boen &
€acmex and carpenter at. neasty rocowinity, but e had Later prapaced foc
the Bplscopel it

sty and suboeqently served numerous coogtegations in
Beautort County Quring a caceer sparning thisey-five years. His service as
costor at St. Thomas case during the borendous and pivotal yeacs, 16ST-
1666.7

It 15, in fact, quite probeble that B Harding's ancestral. ties to
Bath doted bock € it very formation end iniefol sotelenent in the early
Veacs of the ighteenth centucy, slthoush this has not been established
it cortainty.  Mention has aleady boen Rade of the fact. that Bmnd H.



Hording vas dirccely doscerded from cne Stephon Harding, who, according o
Conily teadition, came south frcm Providence, Sbode Teland, seteled ear
present-day ashington, and £ollned the cecupation of shipurighe. ™t But
thoce wee alswet cortainly tios of Kinehip between this Stegben Hacding

and the early Bach shipuright and peaminent cltizen, Tromas fordiog, Thoras
. ven bave preceded Steghen lardling scutinard frcs Fide Tsland to sectle
in tho area vhich is ow Seaufort Couny. e vas e of nineteen hen 0 Sign.
a lettur €0 Governor Alexander Spoeswood of Virginia, pleading for peoteo-
tion asainst the "iofuanan bacbacitys” wnder uhich Bath was suffering ducing
the Tuscarora e of 1711-1715.5 e was slao cne of foue comissioners
sppointed by the General Assently in 1715 to cesurvey the Inant. o of Bathy
nd, indeed, served as a menber of the General Assenbly in 1715-1716." of
even greater intecest, perhaps, sre the several documntary references to

his activities in Both s a shipbuilder.  In varlous deeds of the 17105 and
17205, Thanas arding vos repeatedly xeferred to as a shipuright or ships car-
penter.” one document of special intaest was an ogceament of §, January

1710 botucen Harding and colonial Goreenos Thems Cacy:

o set i hands
s "o year shueistens it



It 15 apparent that Thanas Harding not caly buil and repaired ships
but, ¢ Loast on occasion, sailed and traded in theic corgees as well, In &
oo of 20 Nowenbee 119, Themss Willare, Moiner late of Philadelphia,”
grantst onee of attorney o his "trusty and loving felend Thonss tlarding,
Maste of the Sloop Themas and do

Oy cno week Later another P

elghisn, Somel Feres, granted powee OF sttorney €, in this case, his "trusty

rgain,

there i3 o caceainty that Thanas Harding of Bath vas related to Stepten

Harding and tance to Birund Hacding, but the probability s very high.
Organized efforts to restore and presecve the decaying progecties of

historic Bath had begun in the 14-1930s vith the fommation of the Bath

Aescciation Restoration Comistee, formed in conparat

fon with the piscopal
Dlocese of Ssst Carolina and the octh Carolina Historical Comission.
But Little had been done ovee the Gourse of the next 1o decades GRCEEE t0
Bartially restore St. Thamas Church and keep the Glebe House (or Willians
House) in ceasonably 000 cepate. 0 e Linited success of these carly
restoration efforts had resulted argely fran a Liniced vision ond insceqate.
Public support. It Mol fall to Bl Hacding to sugply what these previows
efforts had lacked theough his energy, incluence, and dedication.

Atthousih B Hacding had been fond of and intecested in Soth since
accanganying his “peeacher daky” there a5 & boy, Lt was ot until atter
the death of his first wife in Decesber of 1954 that be wholehesctedly tak
U the work of its cestoration. Ove the course of the next Fifteen years,
this vork and Bund liacding"s nane wuld bocane victually synceymoss.

0 7 Mareh 1955 the Besutort County Comalssicners directed the formation
of  comittee to study the prospects of gathering historical data and estab-
Lishing  county historical sccloty. Samnd acding vas o0 of £ive nen

aepointed o this comittes. I littlo fore than teo fenths this apmningrent




16 0 iz election a5 president of the Beautort County Historical Society
at s flrst necting en the 12th of Moy, 1 s to bold this pesition
for the rest of his life. On 20 June 195 & neeting s held at S¢. Thanas,
Bath to formalice the structuce of the society, akpt its bylews, axd elect.
ita voura of asrectors.

In & closely celoted develcgment of Way 1955, Hacding vas asked by the.
Rajor G Bath, K. 3. A Brooks, €0 act a8 tempocary chairean of o camittes
0 plan a pagcant for Bath's upoaning 250th amniversary. O the 24th day.
o the sane month at a ecting attended by sixty pocple, cting chaieran
Harding vz sble to present smbitious tentative plans foc 8 two-day celebration
£ be held in October at  projected cost of $4,00. In close cnjunction
Wit this meeting and with Harding's tentative plans, a bILL vas introduced
in the Nocth Carolina General Acserbly calling for a camission of ten nen
s state sppropelation of 52,500 o help orgunize and Finance the celab-
ration. 2 n 23 July, folloving the paseage of this bill, Govecnor Luther H.
Hodjes appointad B Harding to the neuly created comission; and there
£ollond on 11 August & proslanaticn by the goverror which acknouledsed
Bath's great historical drpoctance to the state nd designated taber 14
5 the period during which the 250th smivecsary celebration was £ take.
place.

dr Harding's i
was to set in mtion the long wnd ulcimately successul drive to restore
historic Bath. Open houses, cahibits, a dace, church services, & mck

loss and enthusiastic Leadership, this celebration

Bicate invasion, a concest, picnics, and, of course, speeches, all played
theic parts in the annivecsary celebeation as it vas Cinally hald; b the
Climax of the colebeacion, and far and avay s mst. importan and successtl
event, vas the €abulous and highly-acclatned production of Bmnd Harding's



historicsl pugeant, "Queen Anne’s Bell, " which took a5 its thane Qeen
Ao Gt of L1l o the Fledgling colontal. tom and the continuing
signiicance of tht bell theeugbout. the comunity's loog history.  Indeed,
tho proshction of "Gusen Aane's Bel1* was perhaps the st celebrated
event et to cocur in Bath or Besutore County 35 3 woler and 1¢ 1 almost
beyon question that such on exteavaganza could not have ccucred without.
Harding's Leadership and iceloss Labors

1t Lo rensckable encosh ehat o
Froduce a pogeant such s "Gueen Anne’s Bell® in 80 short  peciod of tires

e man could conceive, write, and

but Biund llacding alao ateended perscnally to councless details of casting,
Financing, costimig, staging, pramotion, ticket sales, and myriad other
things. soreouee, e vas able to enlist the intacest, assistance, ond
porticipation of many pen and sanen of Influence, o vould continue o
Lend theic sepeet o tho cestoration of Bath Lang after the prodhction

W, attec sLL the plaming and hacd ock, "Queen Aone’s Ball” vas
Einally pocformad cn the evening of 4 Qetober 1955, Lt festured & cost of 500
pocple, ircluding menbecs of the torth Carolina Coxnei of State, Govarnor and
Brs. Luthec 1. todges, and muerous other notables and dignitacics,  Music
a3 provided by a clokr of sixty-£ive voices, an orgen, sn orchestra of
sixty pieces, and a Narine band of seventy-five pleces. Harding hinselt
Blayed the centeal role of toum criec and narcator. The prodction vas
Staged in a specially constructed cutdoos sghitheater cn the shores of
Bath Creck and cnly a shoct. distance iy from old St. Thanas Church—
permanent e of the bell ftcele.

In Al quacters, the peoduction of “Queen Anne's Bell" was geeeted
ith teanspocts of enthusiasm. Goverror odges, Senator San J. Exvin,



Secetcy of State Tt Buce, Congeesenan Herbert C. Bonver, and numrows

otrars of o

4 o o seaticn weote lotters of extravagant. cngrati-

Iations, Sucd,* “narvelose,” “amzing,” "beilliant,” and magnic

flcem? vece anong the adjectives comenly useds and several corcespondents

expessed tho cpinion that "Queen Awe's Bl had surpaseed “The Lost
Colony” 5 both entestaloment and spcctacle.  Hoceover, the prodiction

had genecated an cnorross anount of Interest and enthusiasm for the ek
shich Loy ahead. 1t fs indicative of Hawnd Harding's style and Fla
Eoyance that "Qucen dane's Bell” and the other sctivities cprising Bath's
2500h amiversary colebration cost. glightly more than $17,000-

ac excoedios
the ociginal catinates. When 11 biLls hod boen paid and a1l sccxnts
Gettied, the gala celebeation had netted only S654.225 but the purpose of
the celebeation hod boon amply Culfilled, and the movenent for Bath's
cestoation had bean launched,

Although the inpetus for Bath's restoration cane in Octcber of 1955 with
the annivecsary celebeation and especially with tho praetion of "Queen
hones Bel,* progesss during the early yuars conatsted mainly n the Comm
Lation of long-tesm plans for pregerty acpuisition and develegaent. G0 11
snusry 1957, Willian S, Tackton of the North Carolina poetacnt. of Archives.
and sistory made a prelininacy historical survey of Bath as a basis for
Eoxmulating swch plans, with the roce Lmediate pucpose of Kdentityin vhich
of Bati's cacly structures yot cemsined. Wather by desin oc colncidence,
arlton's peeliminacy irdings comport closely to the historical progean
shich £ st411 boing developed.  Six steuctures vere foud to havs potential
for the type of historical progeas contemplated by Sdnund Hording and othecs:
St. Thaaus Chucch, the Glebe (ox Willias) House, the Bonner fouse, the
Buzzard lotel, the Palasc-Haceh fiouse, and the Van des Veer use, Which



at the s of Tarlten's survey vor rofecced o only as “the cacly house
en ety oint at the nocth edge of tom."® Bocause sane cestoration work
1 e done at St Thomas Chusch since the Rid-1930s, and because the
historic steocture ws wder the control of the Diccesa of st Carolina,
Binund e ing and his followsrs tucned thei ateention and enersy towsed the
Palaec-Harsh ousestill Bath's eeniere attraction. In tine, thelr
etfocts would achieve success.

101959, lacgely a5 o resolt of Bimnd farding's hard vork and influsoes,
50 tocth Carolina General Assenbl established the histocic Bath Comissicn
“to acpice title to historic propocties in or near the T of Bath, and

0 repaic, restore o otherwise sprove such properties, and to maintatn

At the it moeting of the Historle Bath Comissien, held in Ralelgh cn 21
Cotober 1959, B Harding was unimusly slscted chaicnan; 3 he took

Blackicard's home; publish new premotional saterlal oo Bathy cepait the

exterion of the Palaec-tarsh House (soqired uring the provious year); and
publisn & sequel to Herbert Paschal's A History of Colenta) Eath (1955).57
In e fullness of tine, same of these goals weuld be achieved and others.
vould 1ot nevertheless, Harding vould serve as chaleman of the Histocic Sath
Comission for the remaining lewen yeats of his Life, and he would o 50

with ccnspicuus distinction.



At the mesbors of the Hlstorle Bath Germission ere at lesst
masinatly sppolnted by the successive governocs of Necth Cacolina, it nesd
hacdly e said that Harding vos consulted or at. lesst considered rogarding
hanges or adtitions €0 the commissien's nesbership. Theosghout the years
of s chairnanship, Hardiog hosted many of the comissice ‘s Teetings and
Less furnal gatheings in his cun hone, and e toth led and participated in
Virtatly all of Lt varicus sctivities and endeavors. then, for exple,
e s coappoineed chaienan of tho commission by Goveenos Dan K. aoee in
1962, 1 was a1s0 serving a5 chaiesan of theee of the camission's five
ccnmittees. 8

OF 11 tho projects which the Histoic Bath Camissicn undertaok with
Harding's Lesdership, none wos more lnporeant than the restoration of the
Paliec-Harsh tiuse. This had been a proJect of the highest pelority since
the success of "Qucen Amnets Bell" fn Qctober of 1355, The 250th Amiver-
sary colebeation had made a profit of cnly $654.22; but intecest had been
Senecated and other funding followed.  Tndood, even before the amivecsacy
elbeation Bamed Hacding had bogun to rake iscreat inquirics concening
the puichase of the gramd but sadly delapidated stroctuce.  In a lottar of
21 301y 1955 t0 Charles Ve Of the R. J. Reynolds Tobaccn Corpany, ading
made vt sy have been the Elrst welteen ey n the mateec:

1 am informed that you and your family o the

b ouse

in Bath I ccnnection Wh the celebtatise of Baih's. 3500

Aemsvwriary. It has been suggosted that wo Y to pucchase the
o and ot

vy Ceatore 15, 56, e cound nox
Faiee the by it Lt the prioe was coo ohs
1 thotone botore 1 aid anyehis f Baun,
13t 1 ol vt you ond find oue 1€ the Fanily would selt
e house and 1€ 50 2t uhat price, 1 5 o
i b fopair and this wnid. oo iy bo 8 gond e for

1255 oty the Tase chance £ ke an appeat for 1
purchace.



Finlly, in 1958, theee yoars ateec Harding's inicial ioquicy ond one
yoas bufore the aceual formation of the Historic Bath Grmission, the
Beaufort County Nistorical Soctecy purchased the Palner-Faceh llouse ad four
acres of sucrounding Lan for $31,000.% The roney had cone frcn the oy
of Besufort, the tacth Cacolina Ganaral Asserbl, the North Carolina Socdety
for the Bresecvation of Antiquitics, peivate donations, and frcm umerous fund-
caising projects inspiced and swpocvised by Bimnd Harding.  Indicative of
Harding's influence and biLity to gencrate public segoet was his sucossstul
etfort 0 gain Fissncial backing frcm the Beaufort Couney Comnissicnecs—an
etfort uhich resulted in a donation of §7,000 cut of an initisl pranise of
510,000, Harding hingel recalled his sollcitation of the county i the
folloing mmer:

1195 stsar Baun's 250eh bictdy party vo had aout $500 Lett

st i1 the ollls wce o ) S T it s msibie

o e e e o The Gounty G

nieciones vece mmatin e nent Mo Ve aehe For

S ot i sty

ey

e conrthtins e 5o o oo oy st e

i G prerosition - 1+ Lo promieed us $18, 00031

Cnce sonised, the lons, acsuoss, and encemouely expensive task cemained
of restoring and funishing the Palser-acsh House, In this vork the Beautort
oty histosical Soctety was Soined by the Historle Bath Cammissicn
imiately folloving the latterts crosticn by the Genera Assaply n 1959,
e house had been altercd deastically since 1ts consteuction by Michael
Goutact in the 17408 the sbsaqent peciods of residence by Febert
ol i cn WiLbian ot swokene itk in the colonial hecitage

of Bach wuld Cinally 1sd £ s corplote restoration and fucniching,”



Runde Lox this ek com fram th et of Nt Caroline the Nichardson
Fouria o of Geeenstoro, peivate dootions ot Lazge sed sl and from
st fon-casing projecs dncluding pctios, shows, bend conerts,
fuctle races, and the sl of foncain pns and ypress avnglos.  Hacding
hinscls desceibad the often hand-to-scuth efforts vhich ot ast schieved

e o e e v B e

M.o.}“.;mg e Cocn bt . Tihe Heeaaurer ever Fa

I 1950, the sane yoar i which tho Polre-Haah s s scpiced,
e st County Hstorical Sclety also began o show an creasing
intrest.in the purchase an ostoration of the Somer fluse.  Unortimately
s s s erveshod i veb of legal complexity and it several cuners
ek dding $30,000-foe moca s than vas avatlable o the Local
Lovel. b, dueiny th following yeoe, the Historic Sath Comisaion was
form 1y th Ganecal Accebly, the pukchase of the B Hosee scacd high
en the Aiat of ito gou

St11, the asking peice continued to pose  seemingly
insursountable cbstacle. Noescwer, it was vell cecogaized that the sei-
sition of the propecty ould be mecely & start In the work to be dene,
for the touse required extensive restoration and repelr.

ety sarly in 1960, however, after several enths of negotiaticns by
Band hrding and others, ¥es. vcar F. Snith, her daghter s, oy Charles,

and the Oocar P, Seith Nemorial Fund, a1 of Nosfolk, Virginia, concributed

$75,000 towrd the purchase, restosation, and furnishing of the Boaner ouse.
This soney was given in mesory of Hes. Saiths docoeased hushand, Oscar .
Smith, a Beautort Gouney rative who had felt & spocial fondness Cor Bath,
throushiut s Lifetins, snd who had been & personal. friend of Bibund Harding.



I scparate tcansacticns of Jamuary and Februacy, 1960, the Bnve

House was Finally cbtained for 530,005 and during the next to yeors the
maor phases of extorior and incerior estoration.vere corplted, aluays
e tarding's close supervision and with his encouagenent snd Lesdec-
o, Buen after the major prases of cestoration vere corplated, the tasks
remined of furnishing the house, ceconstructing its Kitchen, and Jand-
ccapin tho grounds. These things tao were acoanplished undar Harding's
wtentun ope.%

Finally, en 5 Moy 1962, after several. years of patience, expense, and

xerencly hacd wock cn the part of Binnd Hasding and many othars, the Falnec-

Harsh <0 tonner houses e focmally cpened o the pulic. In a teimptal
Letter to the manbers of the Historic Bath Commision of 26 Nazch 1962,
Harai e the upcaning opening by paragheasing cne of his herocs
fcam historys "hs General Robert . Lee cnce said, 'atter four years of
ardhos service macked by unsucpassed courage and foceitude,’ tuo bouses

in Historie Both ace to be cpened to the puslic, ¥ Senstor and ves, San 3.
Euvin, .., onqressiun ond Hes. Horbert. C. Gonnee, s, J. M. Bicughton, and
Sustice and Hes. WiLlian B, odsan vere ssong the dignitaries vho pactici-
pated in the opening coreronies and festivities. % uring the previous
Fonth, Bisund Hording, alusys heavily dependent cn the secvices of lacal
itizens and voluntoocs, had Lssued & perscnal plea for 500 wemen to act

5 bostesses and quides for thees hours each moath.  OF course, rouhere near
this mber cone forsacd, but Harding was never uilty of seteing his goals
a0 v, Beginning on 6 My, the day foLlouing the cpening, there s to

o chargo of $1.00 for sdults and 500 for childcen for 3 tour Of the o
houses, with a visit to historio St. Thonss Chacch fncluded for no charge.
By 10 Jime it wss reported that alresdy more then 2,000 pecple had visited
tre o housen,



Tuccughout. tho 19605, hen 5 eh of the restoration work at ath
w5 boing caceld on nder B Harding's leadecship, lrding and cthers
e keenly interested in the strang possibiLity of fomer Indian habitation
in the area.  Specitically, & dotorminaticn was necded o the qestion of
Mhether an Rigenguian villaje should be seccnstructad to represent the Secotan
Of the late sixtenth cencuy.  Indeed, in July of 1961 the Beautoct County
Historical Socieey vent o for 38 o parchase  Negeo cemtery 1ot near

P 1n the carly
ontis of 1965, e Nerding and Congresaman esbect C. Bonner vere even

thandy's Roint oz a possible site for the rocenstructicn.

able to e a wealthy Tesan and former Noreh Carolinian to conate 510,000
for the preposea Indian village project. % puring the sumer of 1966,
Hacding and others mude a teip to Janestoum, Virginia, in order to view the
Indien village which had beon seconstructed there; and at the mecting of
the itoric eath Comisaion an 3 Cotcber 1966, plans vere presentad for 3
Partial ceconsteucticn vhich vould include 8 dvelling house, & burisl ouse,
a palisade, a loskout post, and several other features, the wale of which
Ve to cost an estinated $10,000. It was, n £act, ceported at this tine
ehat the area of the proposed seconstruction had already "becn cloored, dirt
hasled, leveled, and seoded, 101

Bt the Indian villoge profoct had never recelvsd mch sncoxsogenent.
£xcm the Nocth Carolina Dopartsent of Acchives nd History, for strong
ot comained concerning the authenticiey of an Ngenduian reconstructicn
st Botn. At Last, in Warch of 1968, thorough archacoloieal investiation
s condictad to determine uhether such a roconstrustion could be Justicied
by sucvivig evidnce, and the Fesults of this tuo-veek survey Einally put
the projict o rest. 1t vas found that very little evidence rensingd of
Indian cocupatin, that the fev Tndian saterials found gave o dndication



of prolcmed cougotien, and, Finally, that the identiication of andy's
Rotat 43 the site of Secotan vas "irpossible. 107 The ultinate sbandrment
of the Tndian village project was one of enly o fox sajor dissppointaents for
Hacdin in connecton wieh his work at Bath, for he hod sipgoreed the project
feam tho outcet and aluays belioved that its corpletion would have edded
arestly o Bath's ability to ateract, {ntecest, and edueate visitors.'0?

It 13 alceady been menticned that same testoration vork had been
Gareied cn internitontly at St. Thoms Chucch since the mid-19308; neverthe-
Less, B acding alvays cegeetted that he, the Besutort County Historical
Soclety, the Uistoric Bath Camission, and later the orth Carolina Departnent
of Acchives and Histocy were ot able to play a more active role in cestoring
e historic Little church and presenting i history and significanco to the
Pblic.  Still s all, Harding was agprectative of the vork scorplished at
St. Tharas undec the leadership of the Fav. A C. D. 108, and en Sundsy,
the 19th of ovenber 1967, he Soined with others in cbserving a day in the

construction of the ibeary building at St. Thanas, Lt is knowm that he and
the Historic Bath Comission €avored its constrution on the ite chosen by
the . Moo and the St Thamas Restoration Cammiteoe. %% 1¢ iz also knowm
that acding was pleased by the restoration and furnishing of the Glete (or
WLL1ianc) Tlussoch hich had nescly boen corpleted by the spring of 1963,
s Laxgely to the generosity of e, San Jones of oroccke, %

5 carly as February of 1360, Binind Harding as Interested in cocon-
steueting the 0ld courthouse and Jail which had stood in Bath during her
briet poriod of peaminence as a colental port and seat of qoseersent. In
a Jotter to menbecs of the Historic Bach Grmission at that tine, b reqested
their auchorization to sperd & small st of roncy on celatad historical



i ke 0 sk 1 0 0. e exenditue of 5100.00
0 o' tosescch wock in'the ooukehouse, 1o loyor

By the cpciog of 1962 Harding's {ntorest in the couthouse 3 Jail wes
cesching & high piteh, and he went 50 far a5 to ask North Carolina Suprene
ot ustice Wi 11ian B, fodkvan to “preside over the canmittee® to be
estabiished for this pucpose. % 1t content with securing Justice fodwn's
pratse of asaistance, Harding vas even thirking ot this time of Launching
a stateuide campaian involuing the whol of the legal profession: “Mhere
e sty .0 L fn ot o w1 m gl 2 1 o
interest. then in doing this Job of reprodcing the Bath Court Hous

In the Cinal ew, the courthouse and Jail house projocts had to be abandoned
@ toa paceity of historical and architectural. informsticn snd the conseqent.
Lack of sgport. fram the Depactment of Acchives and History.  In fiarding'a
nind, however, they weco "StLLL in the hoping stage” as late as the fall
o 1962110

other of the relatively fox projects which proved dicappointing was
the proposed seisition and restocation of the so-called Burzacd fbtel, one
of the six structures ldentifiod in 1957 33 being of potential value in the
vl cheme of historls Bath, Even ot his escly date it vas appScent to
the trained ege that the Buzzard fotel was cssentlally a budly deteciocated
"Bli-insteenth century structure With extensive twentioth centuey altecaticns

But the possibiliey exised that “the skeleton of an earller elghtoenth cen-
by hser might be contained within its core, 1
By cacly 1959 Harding had begun his cf€orts to pucchase the Buzeard Hotel;

bt Gurtog the ensuing yesrs obdhcocy and Frustration plagued these offorts



and at Last thuacted thee altogethor. The preperty vas under the Joint
omecship of thece wamen, cne of whkm wos a0 cocipants nd their asking

price Of $16,000 ks seen a5 an cutcageous cne in Light of the strucure’

onditicn and its dubious historical value,  After several yesca of teying
insuceastully to acquise the building, Harding uas alsost resdy to thiow
w his nand

£ ot we ce gotting soneuhere with the Buszacd fotel
s o o e e ek s 1o Sl bt o crico ey ik
1o

ot i 30t pure craey. Tha ot ide s
iyt he b1cck,  Scnttning 15 ame vlihin
Six menths, the o1 houso is g 1o fa1] e

516,060, sofoce 2. Gracles
oSl thm 58000 o i o ot B S8 112

he Bz Hotel Gid ot quite “fall down within six months s Eand

Harding b prodicted in Crustration; but the old bouse, loog woccupied,
5 1 3 conplete shambles, and what night have been & restoration project
[ p—

By Febcuacy of 1967 it had been decided to cestore the smll, late-
inateenth cencury strustuce to the cea of the Bomer House vhich Harding
03 others had &b the "Fishornan's Cabin,”  Indeed, Hading had been
verking for scne tine to clarify the troubled chain of Eitle t this prop-
ecty. The cost of restoration wes projocted at around 52,500 and the work
423 10 be directed by the Dopartnent of Archives and History. 2 s
Struetace had not been cne of those Identi€led in 1957 s an inpressive.
cenmant of Bath's historical heritage, and the plans regarding it were never
grandicse in any espect. Harding and others sinply wished to restore and
intecpeet.the structure for what L& vos —the hare of a late nineteenth
centucy cesident of Bath who, Like sevecal of his fellow citizens, made
his Living by  conbination of facming and tishing. 14
In Aot of 1363, four years before cestoration of the “Fisbernsa's



Cabin,* mnd tacing saw throush €0 1t corplecion the bullding of
lcéing's Landing, " & %0 foot pler Jutting out into the vaters of Bath
Crsek. i

picx vas constructed and nased In honor of Thasas Harding,
Bath's ficst ko shipuright and, a8 has been noted, o probable relation of
the Stephen ucding fecn vhom BAmsd Hacding vas descended.  But this pier
s fntendd to promte Bath's futuce as & tourlst ateracticn 33 well 8

its past, for 1t was reant o secve a8 & point of arcival for
those visitors who profersed to come to Buth by water rather than by land.
thore asmin basund Nacding's ingenuity and inaginaticn prodiced an ttractive
a0 usctol cesate, 25

e carly as Jamuary of 1957 and the prelininary histoeical survey of
Bath ot that tine, atcention vas dean to “the early house on Ferey Foint.
at the noxth cdje of toun——the structuce now ki 3 the Van der Vesr
house. 1€ iz house nad originally been constructed fn the 17503, tut
i becn Qcastically altered in the 19208 by its omer during that pericd,
@uales W, Bowen,  Acng these alterations were the conversion of the
eriginal gubrel root steucture into a full tuo-story elling, the -
tion of o single-story ings, and a Rajor alteration of the interior
£loox plan.  then Charles Bowen died in February of 1960, the house was
fobecttad by his dughter, Futh Boven Snith, and ducing the next several
years Hes. Snith expressed & geoeing willingoess to donate the ouse to
the Beautoct. County Historical Society, with the provision that Lt be moved
t0 3 different location. On 18 July 1968 Hes. Saith conveysd the house to
the society; and at & speclol meeting of the Historic Bath Camission cne.
year later, cn 24 Amust 1969, the final declsion vas mede to proceed ith
ies celosation st an estinated cose of $9,500. 117 The site gon vhich the
Van der Veer House nw cests vas cbtained by the State of Nocth Carolins an



2 Fbrasey 1970, seven month before the death of Riwed Hacdiog tut the

Since that tine the protracted

ok of restoration has been going on with the Ldea in mid of dedicating
at deast a portion of the hauso to his perery.

Gnly barely aia Bamend Harding Live long encugh €0 witness the crpletion
of another of his drears for Bathe-an adequate visitors conter for what be
hoped wald b an eve increasing £low of taurists.  For years the cnly
visiton center n Bath vas a disinstive fesme structure vhich had been
2 ey tor a new

i1t out 1920 and b served 35 3 blackenitn s
Visitors  center vas authoetzed by the Canecal esanbly in 1967, but a good
dos o delay and Glscussion ensued 0 to exsctly vt sxt of bublaig ¢
00k e In the cvent, B Harding vas o good sl dissgoited n
it becioa the Cinal praduce, even though be hd avored and actiuely s
Borted the idea of a new visitors center from the cutset.’ In a letter
Gf 25 Hockd 1968 to the menbecs of the Histocic Bath Commission, Harding
cathr celuctantly asked foc thelr aroval of the buiLig plans which
acrganicd the lettee, “even thauh,* he scknouladged, “toey ace Just pot
what we might have expected. ') Harding's disappointment vas given more.
han pussing mntion in a letee vrieten by o good riend shaly atter
Hacting's cestns

et T S e S

Borit o e Visstos et o beotrar

e S0 S oy Somt o ey

oy hich aokes 1k 5t o Tallioss ot

e i e retoraeicn o s i1
he s visitors. center was Gedicated by Goveenor Robect St on 17 Cototer
1970, slast o mnth to the day after Bmnd Harding's desth. 1t S Sronic



a

and cathor s that the Last najor project to be canpleted st Bath during his
Lifetine shoud have boen a disagpointaent to his,

Bofore passing to a discussion of the gensral characteristics of Banmd
Haeding"s vork at Bath, scee sention should be made of the several other
speciic projects an concerns which dred ugon his time and energy there.
theouh the years.  These matcars, thoush rather madine and undeamatic,

10 played theie roles in protecting Bath's pastand in shaping its utuce.

During the Late 19505 Harding expended & great deal of tine and enscgy
0 seoing hat a ns bridze be buile accoss Bath Creek and that either the
brdge nor the highuay Jeading to It be located 50 58 to intruds vgcn the
historic acess of Bath. While intent upon inproving the accessibility of
Bt t0 visitors, Tisrding wos also sensitive to the fact that Bath's
usintness and historicley vere winerable to carplete and rapid destruc
tion if ot carefully protectad. In attempting to shape the course of
events concecning the bridge and highway, he wote nimeraus letters to
accisicn makexs and nen of intiuence, including several to Govecnoc Luther
Hodes; and it S8 forther indicative of Harding's style that when the new.
Stato bxide across Bath Croek was Firally cpened on 9 August 1960, b tucned
the event %0 a gala cocasion, including & grocp of visiting dignitaries, o
concect by the Washington High Schanl Bard and Fud-colsing activities
shich bt in agpraxdmstely $500.123

s early as Jaruary of 1957, Wi1lian S, Taclton of the Departaent of
Aechives and History had rocemmendad that & building code and sening progcan
be cstablished at Bath to insuce the presecvation of the uaintress and his-
torical charector of the towm, espocially of the ain Street and vatectront
scctions. 2 Harding too recognized the necessity of controlling the develeg
et of Bath, and with varying success he worked foc the planentation of



eascs hich would mske this possile. By Hay of 1959 he had alceady
oo iruries saong state offlcials as to b restrictive soning Right be
instituted at tath, and in the spring of 1960 ho wos sgain investigating
its fessibitiey. 2 Pinally, on 5 October 1964, lacsely a¢ Hacding's insti-
tion, the tard of Comissioners of the Toun of Bath passed an axdinance
0 cow the mattec of historic aoning and the relatad formaticn of & Bath
Plaming comisaion.  This ordinwce (ro. 25) had a8 Lt stated purgoses "to
extance: the historical sppeal of the Tow thecuh the development of appeo-
Friate settings and Facmonious outiord segeorances of bufldings, to
Preserve “the quaint, village-like atmpsshere of the Toun,” and “to presecve.
the historical heritage of the Tom for the pleasure, velfare, and edcation
of its residunts and tourista.” On the very next diy there was & meting
of the Historic Bath amissien in Ralelgh at hich Bath's sy, Wilten
Snien, formlly amounced passage of the ordinance to chairnan Harding and the
others in attentince. 1% ot 1w attersords, ocdinance 25 s used succese-
fully i blocking the locsticn of a proposed trailer park within Beth's
historic aceas and in Cotober of 1966, at & meeting of the Historic Bath
Comissicn, Hacding stressad the inportance of 1ts continued and clgorcus
entorcument. 127 thile this oxdinance sy not have been enticely scssatul

. it vas,

in protecting Buth's historic character and village-like atmosphert
nevertheless, an irgoctant. seasure and one £or which Bind ocding deserves
3 lacge o of the credit.,

Hacding’s conceen for the historic chacactar of Bath and for carpatible
esign in new construction was also demcnsteated in bl suoesséul efforts
. store which naw stand

€ influence the plans foc the post ofice and A,
His etforts in behalE of sgprcpeate colonial,
petor to tes

oo the outskicts of the taun.
Gosions are cspecially ovident in the case of the post office.



consteuction, he weote overal tises &0 officials in Faleighy but be.
a0 took aduantage of his feiendships and cormecticns in Washington, D.C.
In 3 Tetter of 27 June 1366, for exarple, he made his wishes knam o

et States Gongreseman tlter Jones, who evidently had siceady been of
assistance tn the ratter

158 g to e that g o secuecd 8 o pos ffice
foc Bach and T wea Lo be suce that you have i mioh o uttable
tsign for the at1ding, Tt vould be 3 shans o puiid 3 smarty
e oot kg O o civer ok o th Lk v e
<ty oo hard Yo m e
s.(...mu et Stnin ¢
ot the ot Gomission e e cion i cone 138

During the next. &4 years Nacding secured the halp and suggert of several
other sen in public Life, including Senator B, Bvecett Jordans and in 1968
the s gost ofice at Bath vos constructed according to o desin which had
ceceluea Hacding's sgproval.

10 1962 tarding was Insteumental in hoving ezectod a highuay historical
Rarker to the Palser-barsh ause in fath, and in 1568 e vas also sxcesstul
in secuing markecs co the Rev. Aleander Stevact and to Blackbeara, 12

1t should be noted, with resard to Blockhesed, that Haxding wauld
Like 0 tave seen mch mre caghasts placed on the rotorious pisate's
association with Bath during it carly years, not caly because of it
histocical signiicance bt also because its power to atteact and ascinate
toucists, At the meeting of the Historic Bath Comisslon in Cctcber of 1966,
for instance, 1larding amounced that. the Weyecheausec Carpany had alsost
beon pecsusded to donate Five acres of Land on Plum (ox Teach's) Foint,
hece the me of Blackbesrd reputadly had stood,  Harding further expressed
the hoge that toat excursicns mighe be started to take avantage of the "great.
Fogular interest in Blackbeacd. "0 In the event, these excursions were
never begun, and Bisund Hacding's hepes for @ full develogoent of the



1 to be restized,
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undor which larding Ecequently vorked:  "This soening 1
. French Lick, Tnd., Chicago, Vicginia Boach, and Wocehesd City, N.C.
before g0 T thousie T vould ceport oo Bath. "%

o0 the other tand, towever, 16 wos Largely theough his travels and poak-
ing eopanements. that Hacding was bl to calse the mney and creste the vide-
spresd public aupgort vhich made the vork at Bath possible.  Vecy freqently,
cogasdless of the location or the audicnce, there wers varm references to
his hane o, €0 Beautort County, and o his bopes and plans for restoring
historic Bath. boreom, these references to Bath often elicited Financial
s we1 as morolo spport.
letter of thanks for a talk he had cecently given £ & Wilaingtcn meetiog

in by of 1960, for exanple, Harding received a

of tho Colonial bancs of Meseicas



Youe talk cortainy e o aicar s c

nly perpe eated
e om of mmm ol s, sl e

Bt b the e e ey wil o u[ga i
sl aen o 1 recpond v

Pochage mce sucpeising than the segort expected fran the *Gld girls® of
Wilninaten wos the generous check for the restoraticn of Bath sent by @
boushon distiller of Anchorage, Kentucky, in cesponse to the humacous and
sl L ok i i B ceily gt 2t oth Guinn
ALB.C. conventicn in Virginia Besch.

ocasionally Hacding's talks vese made before Groups which vere tailoc-
e to sippoet the sostoration effects at Bath,  On the evenig of 4 Cctobar
1963, for exple, Narding addcessod 3 Joint meeting of the Anecican Associ-
ation for State and Local istocy and the Scckety of American Acchiviats. 'S

1t wss 8190 ehrough s carcer a6  harist and entertatner that

Bl farding gained the scceptance and Eelendenip of men and wanen of vealth
and influence--the sorts of pecple whose sigport vas essential for @ project
uch 02 the restoration of Bath. This had been resdily apparent ot least

a8 early as Cotober of 1955, whan e vas able to imolve nuneros prominent
individuals feam across the state in Sath's 250th anniversary celsbration

. the procuction of his historical pageant, “Queen Ane's Bell." Theougbout
tho bext. Elttoen years of his wrk at Bath, he carcied on & voluminous coc-
cecpondence with pen and wemen fecm eveey walk of 1ife, fncluding those who
Dt schievd preminence in cellgion, the arts, the presecvation mowsent,
business and industey, civic and charitable work, and politics. To attempt &
Listing of those individusle by nane wosld be to sbject both the resders of
this report am it author to an excess of tedlum.  Suffice 1t to say that
Biund Harding vas the soct of man who could ask his congeesamn and senators
£ Yook after Bath's interest in the natica's capital; Who could cbtain iz

able geants and domaticns fram foundations, indvstries, and indiviuals; and



o Gould often obtain airect nd innediate actien for the cause of Bath's
costaration by writiog beief and informal lotters to the governors of orth
Curolina and the remkecs of its Genora) Assesbly.

n exarple of Harding's influence and i unfetteccd willingness o
hallinge s and semen o work foe Bath can be seen in his fommation of
the so-called Camittes of Fifty carly In 1960. The very gevecal resgonsi-
bility of his group was siply "o help creste interest, to make sages-
tiens, o ratse money, or do anything that weuld help with the vork of the
B hestocation.” To each of the Fifey prospeotive smbers wham be had
selctia, Harding wrote  foem Letter shich both notified thes of theis
selection and inforsed then that soce precise tnatroctions sould follaw
aulted to theic indlvidual talentss

the back of this leteer you will Find The rairmn's
k..m& of Ficty that T have afgolnted, and on WhIGh T agk

Dot havo to cone to any meetings unless you 50

Harding's ability o coccult and orgenize pecple fox the benefit of
Bach is vell. L1lustrated n a lotter vhich United States Congressman and
Beaufort. Gounty native, Herbert €. Benner, vrote frcm ashingtan, D.C.
shoctly afcer & rocent. meeting of the Historle Bath Comissions

Yo, 1 really peant everything 1 said about you 8¢ ath. In
iy ifetine 1 have not knoum any citiaen in Sur hometown

5 . tha Histoc L Bath Conmiseicn Aeering 193¢

Perhars the best iLlustration of the relationship betwwen tarding's
apeaking carcer and his comnections vith those of political preminence i
provide by  letter of thanks which be ceceived fram Governor Luther fodges



Eolloing the forner's beswura pecformance bafore the Southern Govsenoc's

Conterence of 195
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Tt vas at acding's. instioation and wder his infloence, togetber with

the help of Senator S J. Brvin, J. and othecs, that the Hashington Carmittee
for e 2reservation of Mistoric Bath, N.C. as fomed in the natin's
copital in March of 1960, This select group of 50 Tac Hleels and former T
el residing in Wachington, D.C. vas headed by M, and Ncs, Fred W,
Horciscn, o gencrally hostod its mmetings in theis home, Throuh the
aning yeacs the Uashingten Comicttoe pecroted the restoration of Bath not
ol cn the local and state levels but, at least to s extent, en the
national leved as w11, 1% In any oveeall sssesement of Samnd fiarding's
ok fox Batn, his influential connecticns, perscasivenass, and political
astutencss should b taken into sccount.

Hoteithatanding the chatn and varath of his personality and his con-
siderable skills a5 an organizer and diplomat, i¢ can easily bo understood
that e of the most leEicult roles played by Hacding during his vk at
Bath wos that of coordinator and nodiator.  Harding was able £ ateesct to
the roveeent. for Bath's restocation many pecgle frcm every valk of 1ite and
frcm staticns toth high and low. ALL had enecgies and abilities to o
tribute to the cases but porsonalities varied videly, cespensibilitics
bocans confused, and 0 and motivations clashed,  Standing at the center
of & potentisl storm was aluays Bimnd tading—n€lappoble ad patient,
ot enthustastic and foccoful. n 3 letter of 10 Way 1962, for exnple,
il toleogueced Harding mado  belet sucvey of the lazgely interporscnal



problins wtich currently faced his vieh regaed to the Bath restoration
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Indecd, thccugh the yeaes nearly averyone comnected with the Bath restora-

ticn 1 any vay cane o Bimund Harding vith theit pecblars, both resl and
inagined. Tt was cbserved by ane who vorked closely with hin for 3 Jorg
Gis at Bath that b was, Fram tine to tine, incunbersd with “every-
boay's burden. M1

o cne cccasicn at least, the problens, bucdens, and fnevitatie
bickering and criticisn inhecent in 5o large an undertaking boxe dam even
B Harding’s usually indcmicable spirits. A slightly selé-pltying bt
entirely undecstandable letter of 18 March 1963 reveals that he had becane
tamporarily fed up after eight years of shouldering 80 mch of the bucden
hissele:

b 1 v b 0 s st o the day tyie 0 ot the

place Cleload up and 1 found 1o oee that was wiLLing to 3 one
i it g g
v 1€ B 1 have had about enoush of Bath, Nothing

that 1 have svee e Suich iy o L116 Shak tkie T b

% .
YSTT Siiays b intecestad in Bathand vill do vt £ can 103
£or L Bik s Chalemn of the Comisaion, 1 have hag sbout encush.

Fortumately for the wrk hich still Lay ahead at Bath, Harding was rot & man
0 put doun casily a task vhich he bad taken up, regardless of the e~
vations and digticuleies it encailed.



Tnecushout the early yeacs of the restoestion sovement. st Bath, the
ok of Bund Hacding rd otbers was botblod by the cecarrent 1ack of
adguate (unding, despite theis often inaginative and detecnind effocts
0 cotain i€, W attempt can b rode here to give a detalled accounting of
11 the monies taken in and expended cn coch of the several projects ot
Bath; but 12 must bo pointed out that inancial need and uncertainty were
Factors with which Binnd locding was focced to contend--not aly the pro-
Curemnt. of adeqate funding, but also the allocations of maies Lo the
various projects and the scoomtant's nightmare of keeping sccurate finan-
clal records. Tt s agparent that Biund Hacding, tey as b might, vas
nable €0 keep a tight con en expenditures and bookkeeping procedures:
maies ke teanstorred willy-nilly from one projece’s acocunt £ anoter;
Stems wore cometines purchased by individuals without proper authorizations
363 ko sanetines beun which could ot be afforded at the tlse; checks

were uritien and not recorded; and thece was Ecaqently 3 breskdam in

camunications regarding inances in general. Campcunding the dificulties
of financss and acounting vere related and extrenely camplex legal a7 tax
esticns-—quest ions which Bieund Harding s cocasicnally at & loss to deal

with. Tn 3 lettes of ¢ June 1961, for instance, he hepetully susht n-

Hightarment fzam the finncial officer of the Historio Bath Commissicn,

o P

e e o, it ch chcka ke ceceia £ the
SR s S Bssors Couy Hatrlcat o Pisteric

confused and you axe the brains of our cuttit--plesse
unoontuie merddr T

e costoration of Bath had been bugun with ol the small sounc of



ot semaining attee the 250th smnivessary colebeation in 1955, and the
Focords leave o doube but that the rovcrent. during the ensulg yeacs of-
ten proceeded on  handco-mouth and day-to-dsy basis. At tincs there vas
0 clear ldea of where the necessary funds would come fromy bt Bdmnd
Harding someton found the wheresithal to pay the bills axd continve the
ok

Tsounn his pepularity, bis spesking engegenents, his influence, and his
persussivenss, Hrding as able to cbtain several lazge s of roney €ran
Vatious soucces over the yeacs. The largest of these suns to be cbtained st
Least purtially theougn his effocts were sevecal sizabl appropeiatins fran
the torth Corolina General Acserbly, $7,000 cam the Beautoct Gounty Gormis~

substantis) challenge geants fecm the Snith Richardson Foundatien of
Geoencboro, 52,500 feem the Noreh Carolina Scciety foe the Preservation of
Aatiquities, 3,000 fron the erployees of Canon NILLs in Kamnapolls, 8 50,000
naticn feom  weolthy Texan and former North Carolinian, snd §75,000 fram
Hes. Oucar . Snith and the Oscar . Snith Foundation of Norflk, Virginis

These and other Lazge s of soney were of cructal importance in careying the
Vork st Tuth forvard,  Also inpoceant, howevee, were the contless snallr
s which cane fcm profects, sotiviti

. an conteibuticns of every descrip-
eion, inclding the nickles and dises donated by Besufort Gounty schacl-
ehttacen, 14

In a84ition to sccking funds from the State Legislature, wealthy indi-
viduals, organizations, foundations, and the Like, larding was continually
attemting to ralse morey theovgh the distritutien and sale of Sl fters
hich efther prcnoted of vere ditectly related b0 the vork which was oing on
at Bath,  Espectally in comection with the Polnce-Hocsh Rouse cestacaticn, o
918 cypress shingles vhich were then donated by theie mecous puschasers for



e in the £cof which vas boing bolle. In the semer of 1960, for exarple,
ho stased & concect in Bath by the Washisgton High School frd, to which the
adatssion was ten shingles purchased at 56 exch. ¥ uring this sae year
Haraing was sending out bel1 point pens vith a letter ceesting coch recip
ient 10 rake o coneributicn of $1.00 and to sutmit a list of 100 individ-
1 in their caminities o might bo willing to ke & sisilar contri-
butin in exchange for a pen.  Typical of Harding's cptiniam i3 the fact that
e i purchased s 5,000 of hece pens befoce beginning e distri
bution. 6 Sintlarly, in 1965 he vas erying to acranse for cho publication
0f & "V Olde Bath Toun Cook Book, " and he personally contacted business
ixns in an acterpt o intecest then in purchasing cne of the ten fuli-page
advertisements at @ price of $100.147 Atout this sam tine be vas writing
£ various manufacturers of commesoeative plates in an effort to secure one
suteabie for sale in satn. 40

Despite a1l his offorts to raise the roney nocessary to cestore Bath,
it vas inevitable thet a mn of arding's enthuslom and dedication would
i up paying many expenses cut of his o pocket, eepectally n connection
with entetairment and public relations. Nmecous gatherings, both large and
L1, were held i his om harey and Harding, alueys a geacious ot spered
Listle expense In providing the food and deink necessary to mske these
athecings successtul. M9 tor were Hacding's pocsonal expenses estetoted
to those for hospitality and pronotien.  Fleeting cofergnons make it clear
that, €can time b tim, he also paid for such vorled ftens s intarest on
bank 1ouns, hostesses! salackes, and buflding matarials, to ssy mehing of
travel, postage, and telephene calle. ' In o letter of 30 May 1960 to the
esbecs o the Histor i Bath Conmission, Harding revsaled that be had Just
used e of his o Funds to cbtaln saterials for the Palier-Harsh and
[r———




L . . this veok 1 tousht a late 17005 rouse in Blgecenbe.
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I¢ 15 boyond question that B acding's porsonal generostey cane into play

o munerous cocasions ucing the coursa of the Dath cestoration; bt it is
typical of Harding that his voluninous pspers vould contain only the sost
esge evidenco regacding this aspect of his vork.

In his unceasing efforts to promote the cause of Sath's restoration ard
o attract visiters, ording veote {rnmerable lotters, held and stcended
countless meotings, condoted nmerous persceal. touss, d weote o insti-
Gated oy rewopopar aticles aceoss the state.  Prior <o the formal opening
Of the palmr-tarsh and Gomer houses on 5 Moy 1962, foc exarple, he had
otten in touch with the nevs buresu of the North Carolina Departent of
Conservation and Develpment, the Raleioh levs and Chserver, and otber papers,

€0 ke certain that the event would be well publicized. 2 Aleo in con-
3unction vith the cgening of the to houses, Harding perscnally contributed
a sorica of eloven articles to his hanetown paper, the Washington Dally News,
with these acticles containing a geeat deal of information cn the history
of Bath and the svenent to restore 16,15 In 1964 he pasticipated in the
taping of  radio show concecning Bath; and during that sane year and again
aucing e following yoar he took part in two television shows on Sath,
the tiat produced by WITH, Hashington and the second by WAC, Chagel WLl
Both ke scen widely accoss the seate. 'S4

Althoush Bimes Hlacding had  beosd general knwlodge of the history of
Bath and Besutort County, he was forever teying t0 gain nore detailed kow-



Ledge oo speeitic topics of historical incarast
willing to assist othecs in thelr historical cesesech and to share with then

. toceower, he was aluays
ot b had bocn able to learn, It haa alrexdy been pointed out that he

ol a cecuceing Inteest in the couethouse and Jail vhich stocd in Bath
uring tho colontal period, and that in April and Moy of 1962 ha pecsonally

ate in 1961, for example,

be wes writing to the Raleigh hexkpiacters of the Nocth Carolina bascns,
asking whether any evidenco axisted of a chapter of asens in colonial Bath, 1%
Baclics, in June of 1958, Tl vas corcosponding with the Beitish Misaum in
London, and with the Loxd Mayor of Bath, Brgland, in an Gttt €o sssist s,
Focd 5. Woreny"s reseacch on the carly connections betseen the English tow
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it cotontat nameeate. 1% in 1960 ho s agatn corcespending with the

Beitish tuseun, n this cocasion cequesting tho coples of the Sauthiee Hap of
oen dine in 1769.157

It 15 appacent that B Hazding received ramerous rogests for intor-
mation tron visitors and othecs interested in Sath. Mre rgoctant, he s
often the sousce of infocmation ox encourogenent for those \bo were witing
ook oc asticlos in nevspapers and magazines on the subject.

Herbert. Paschal’s Histoey of Colonial Bath issued from the press In

1955 05 a direct cesult of & dectsion by the nevly formed Beaufort County
Historical Secioty to see that a history of colonial Bath bo prepared nd
bLished in tino for the 250¢h ammivereary colebration in Getaber of that
year. ¥ ao president of the Besutort County Historlcal Society and prine
Fover. tahind the ammiversary celobeation, Bamnd Harding mist be given a

areat deal of credit for the sppearanc of this work-—still the best source
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of intormation on colonial Bath.  Similarly, in 1961, he vas influential in
the Beautort Couney istorical. Sociaty's decision to sponsor pblication of
€. ingate Rt Basufort Gounty:_Tvo Centuries of Its tstory.'? In vay
of 1366 thhistorlan fotect E. Loe consulted with Harding during the course
o researching his scholarly study of the pixate Blackbeardy nd during the
Eolloving yeor Harding v prevailed vpon to cesd the mamuseript, several
yoaes peioe o 1ts oventual publication, 60

Just a5 Bdnand Bazding occasionally sousht asslstance with historical
coscarch during his vock at Bath, 50 too did be seck assistance cn 3 brosd

cange of thisgs celating to the cestoration of Bath. Mch of the reqis
surveying, for cxample, wa done qulckly and feee of chargo becousa the
request for the vork care. from ardiog. 1€ ik of the Legal work--the title
searcies, the preparation of documents, and the Like--vas aleo done without
chacge or with aninal chacges, becaise the attorney WS SEOrtive of the
cestoration of Bath and a close lend of Harding. 1% ox id Harding sesk
advice and holp only from feiends and acpintances. Sacly in 1961 be was
corcesponding with the rosident dicector at Wount Vernon concerning the
pecper procedures for repaieing and restoring eighteenth centucy plaster. 62
Mt st this s tine e vas also corresponding with adninistrators at
olonial Willtanetues, asking for the lown of an architect to sssiat with the
esign and installaticn of tie main entcance doocs of the Falser-varsh tiause. 1
Harding vos continaally in search of pecpeiate rateeials for e in the
early cestoration vork at Bath-apprcprate Flooring, paints, beick, westher-
boarding, shingles, an the like.  Later, shen the major phases of extecior
and interior cestoration were complete, he vas. in frequent. corcesgondence
with fucnishings expects infaleigh and 014 Salen and with antique deslers as
far away 5 Plocence, Tealy, in an atterpt to obtain appeopeiate fornishings
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and appointsents. %% ndecd, during the years that Harding as aseociated



atocation at Bath, be sousht technical assistance on vistually
ey €ocet of the vork, fran archacology to drapecies.  Harding vas rot &
10 clain expertise where he Lacked it; and he was nelther too prowd
Por to0 sty to ask for belp when he needed it

In 903 theoush the voluminous records and corcesgondence kegt by
B Hacding theoush the yeacs of his work at Bath, cne is mazed by the
st and vacioty of the detaile which be felt obliged to attend to
parsonally--these things in adtiticn to the larger conceens which have
ey boen diccussed. These smaller concerns, for example, fncluded
eeping records of the numbde of visitors ot Bath and where they bad cone
£, Guestions of insucance and persommel, the availability of food and
sefcestaents, the ogerstion of a gife shop and tea room, security measres,
Lantscapiog, and genecal hovsekecping nd raintensnce. o bave supervised
) ronitoced a1 the various facets of the wock ot Bath wuld, in itself,
have boen sore than encugh €0 tax the tine and eneray of the averoge dndi-
vidual; but B Hacding scnehou mansged to et this cesponaibility vhile,
at the s tine, meting the cbligations of his continuing carcer 35 &
speater, hrwrist, and entectainer.

Despite the enocacus demands on his tise and enecsy, hawever, Harding
s se1dn 100 busy €0 recognize the conteibutions of otbers cr to pecforn
11 bt msaningful acts of persoral kindness. hen, for exxple, s,
Osca P. Saith led in Rovenber of 1962, he coceived the news in Fouston,
Texas; and e rmediately weote a letter of wmistaable tendcenoss and
sicecity to s, Snith's davghter, expressing his heartfelt gratitude for
her mthers contebutions & the ek at Bath and the geeat sense of loss
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which tec death had beoush. his. %€ vben brs. Chacies A, Canvon possed may

theee yeses later, in Docesbar of 1365, Harding took the cocasin of the



next moking of the istori fath Comission to deliver & touxhing ewlogy

0 ber rumocy and an sppreciation for the nany things she hod done for the
16

cestoraion of 8atn. 167 sox vere Harding's
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nad preached foc sy years. 7 ecm tine to time he also con-

teibued nevspape acticles on the bistory of Washingtcn and Besufort
County, in addition to those speciically concerntng Bath.

Outaide Beautort County, Hacding vas nteceated and sctive i the
restoration of fipe Plantation in ectie Gounty, homs of Goveenor David
Stone, st Jeast to the extent of writing lettecs, sgitating, and making
spocches in behalf of its cestocation. ™) In the carly 19605 he was also
inwolue in initiatives to preseeve and restore historic peopertles in
Pasuotnk and Canden counties, cspecially the Gregory fouse near Elizabeth
Clty, on behalE of hich he veote several letters to mebers of the Genecal

Aasentiy. 1

At least on cocasion, Hading gove sdvice an inormaticn to
those cutaide Bomoct County v vished to establah histocical
preservation seogs of thl . In the samer of 1962, fox wxarple, be
st teying to assise st of the Swestero iatorical Assciation in
el attcrpts o establiah a group similac to the Histocke Sath Cammisaian. 15
For soveral yeaes b served 98 & menber of tho Governor Richard Casvll
Meocial Gommission, albel without meh spasent satlatostion o sense of
scccrplistment.  Tndesd, this commission's long-tine foiluce to sotively
buceue 145 geale prempted Harding to candicly expeess his feusteatian to
Goveerce Teeey sontords

o ot Testee about ce-sgpoinng se an the Richcd Camel)

Lo, Cmizaion vk hove Dot anpere oot Bt 1 vt

i ety 115836 o th ommisati I Fch T o S Bt
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In 1963 smd g becase & chactec mesbec and vice president of
h toxth Carolina Conatal Histocyland Asscelation. This ocgantaation,
vith the suppoct ond ccgecation of the Nt Carolina Depuctaent of G
Secvation and Developeent axd the Noreh Caolina Motor Lt had a8 fts
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eucpcss the xostocation develomnt, and promotion of vasious histocic sites
in the casten part of o state. A a pecninant sesbec of this oxgeni-
sation, tardiny s sble to pronote the ok a¢ Baeh, hile a¢ the sone
ime socking o the developmant of othe histortc sites in estern Wokth
Carolina vaieh intacestad hin 177

ith the exception of the Sesufort Connty Historical Sciety and the
Histoctc Bath Cxmisaion, ertops Hacein's st isgotant organizational
aseiviies in the cae of restoin ans presering histocic sites as his
sk e oxen Cacolinn Sty for the Presevation of AneiSEies,
In face, Hading's wock with this ocgantaatien and his wer ot Bath wece
[T e—

e ocen Cacolina Sciety for the essevatian of Mtiauitics had
bcen Lo i th Late 19208 i close collatoration with the sovesent o
oconstruct. Teyon Palace ot e een.  Patarnd afte tha Assciatien fox
the Frosecvation of Vizgina Aaticuities, it constitation vas dean by
Aechineld tendecson, Adelaida Prics, and Cicisosbar Ceittenden, exch 3
peaminent. figure in the £ield of North Carolina history.!™ It was theowgh
ehis organzation that Hading came into contact with sy of the iodividiata
1 e wiLling and able £ asst tn the cestocaticn of Bath erecially
Cetesenten, s, Benast. Tus, ad . Gl A. Cacn. e exarle of the
inrretated naturos of o vock at Bath and Hacding's mesbecship in the
Yoceh arolina Sotety for the reservation of Aniquities £ povided by
o Tetor vhich iy sent. t0 a1 fellow mabers cn 18 Nvesber 1957

o ace of ceso ntecested i the preservation of cux
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e cecords of the snciety indicate that Harding was Fiest elected an
ofticer in 1957, when he became a vice presiéent under i ves. During
the follauing year he o chosen €0 be 3 Lie menber of the organizaticn, and
01961 he vas elevated to the presidency foc a ter of cne yese, It was
Quring this yesr as president. that Harding weote “Creiatsas in Caralina:

& pantomine In Pive Parts, hich s prosented at the society's annual
Bweting in Raleigh on 30 Novesbor 1961 nd included 33 e of s parts &
Portiayal of “Chedstaas in Bath, 1734." Folloving his term s president,

the cocords of the sociaty cevesl that e continued to serve 3¢  vice

president for his congressional district through the decade of the 6051 and

the minutes o the annual reetings disclosa that he ceported on the progress.
of the Bath restocation on o reular basis. %0 At fes 306 amual mseting,
Deld on 3 Dacunber 1970, theee months ofcer Harding's death, the sty
adpted a cesolution honoring his 1ife and menory, and peying teibute to
hés considorable achieveeents on behal€ of the history of his state. 191

Fuce 1955 to 1963, i Harding carcied foruard the vork of cestoring
histocic Bath with weey Little professional assistance and ittle imolyement
by the State of North Cacolina and what vas then the Depactaent of Archives.
 History—this despite the creation of the Historic Bath Commissicn by
e Legislature i 1959 and the allocaticns of state monies totaling 525,00
10 1963, twever, the General Assenbly designated Sath a Seate Historc Sits,
0 be adainisteced by the Dopartment of Archives and History, s, at the
sam tine, sgpeopetated substancial sums of neney for cpecating expenses and
eurther capital. irprovenents. 12 oueing the folloving yeas the transition
0 precominant state contcol was corpleted hen the Beaufoct ounty Historical
Society conveyed a1l Five of its principal tracts of Land to the state for
a recited considecation of S1.00. Txansfecced to state cmerehip at this
iz woce the Palber-tacsh and Bover howe propertics, the Neaco comatery
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Tot (Intian village site), Harding's Landing, and the old visitors conter. 83
Alteasih welccwe in nany respocts, hese develogments placed the Historic
Bt Cannission and 1ts chairsen Bind Hacding in a posttion of wcertain
seatus and fnction.

Largely becauseof this uncectainty, the teanstr of adninistrative
cespensivilities feam the Historlc Bath Conmission to the state vas ot an
entirely harsnious cne, For more than  yeac there vas contusion and
cesentaunt concerning the*eake ove® of various Earctions by the state.

Py 11 i 1ong baen asoociated with the work ot Bath felt that the
Historic Bath Commission had been Left vith rothing sitatant ive to do. 1%

o Bnnd Harding foll the unenviable task of awothing the transition as
ch 25 possible, ssausging the pain of ounded cgos, and of grarpling with
But acding hinself was trousled by foolings of frua-
e 00 Had been thim in

atstant tarenceats.
tration and uncercainty under the new actangenent.
o 25 10 what spectically could row be scoarglished by the comission
under hic Lesdership. A8 carly a8 6 Jamuary 1964, Hacding met with ofticia
of the Depatment of Acchives and Histocy in Raleish cooceening’ the camia-

sicn’s nw cole; and during that mesting 1t was oted that “Me, Hacding
Geels there ia 1o Justitieation for the existence of the Cormisicn wnless
2 2= scmuthing t0 60,7185 In a letter to serbers of the comission veitten
Gour snths Later, arding teied €o put th best foce possible o the situ-
atton by cegocting that “Things at Bath ace moving along very nicely wder
but e aloo expressed scrething of the frustration vhich
", . the comission has ittle or

ontinucd to g on hi a5 chaicman:
Pothing to 6o with the operation oe the folicy followd. . . . 1 have been
able 1o £ind cut hat the commission s na supposed to e, % Finally,
en 4 Cotcber 1964, Just prioe € an inportant meting of the Historic Bath
Camission, Hacding's rounting Erusteation found vent In an open ltter o
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Chcistiphec Crittenden, director of the Departpent of Archives and History:

ear uiss
e mosting of the Bath Cenmission co Tuc

&
o S Cenan o the Comasaion 1 know o sore. than 1 8id
i eni s

Lorie fath cemission 15 an outstanding gro. .
1 oo s on L ok o o ot g ok i
1t ot ey s Ganisson sl oLd with his
ieking S o k. of st

1w wotking for Bath these ten years since we

g Sring Lo Lotve'it In St workiog oot i

During the following year, 1965, Bind Harding sssisted in deateing
Legistation hich atcempted to. elialnate the existing difeicultios snd con-
fusion of Jurisdiction. s legislation reduced the size of the Historic
Bath Coemission, provided for poricdic changes i 1ts Rembership, and defined
Bore clearly its cominiog functions, suthority, end responsibilities. 186
der the e accangement peovided by the legislaticn of 1965, Biud Harding
s able to continue verking praketively as chaiemn of the comission
thrcustot the last Five years of his life. Horeover, Lt was swely & source
of considerable satistaction to hin that the visitation at Sath daubled
during och of Lt Ficst tuo yeors as o State Historic Site, and that £t
continued to eise steatily wnti] the tims of his deatn, 1

it vas only Just that B Harding should be cecognized s henoced
on several oovasions for his oo years of hacd ek at Bath, The first
an pechape. the soat. gcatiying of these honors came n 1 Deceber 1955, v



the Noeth Carolina Soviety for e Preservation of Mticuitics suarded his
the Cannon Qg for b wock in historic preservation ad cxpecially for

the authorship and peoduction of "Qusen Ae's Bell."  Iranically, be wes
bl €0 attend the avard coceroales t the Six Walter Hotel in Raleigh,
el fa: oway in Tesas for a speaking cngagerent; bt the Cp was recetved
£com plaright. Bauk Geeen on his behal€ by Hency (“Rusty”) Hodses of Hash-
imgton, tacding's geandson. %0 Iecnic too s the fact that ehis O, 50
clchly deserved by tarding, vas later stolen. 1%

I e OF 1958, the T of Bath mede Bnund tading 1t Henoracy
moyor for Life, and pecnanently changed the nare of Chucch Sezect to
Harding Stceot in his honoe,  With typical humility, Harding wrote &
letter of thanks o Bath's mayor, B. A, Secoks:

oear e, vayocs

i o emacony et o Ty sttt for
Y ok ¥ Py * e
ity Pl o ot T 1 i
vt Tt il st
you conferred. I i deminne

Necaless o say, Haxdinas hope xos arply cealized.

o at east cna occasion the labor of B Harding and the Mistoric
Bach Commission recoived woll doserved naticnal cecognition.  In Auet of
1962 the Aeerican Assoctation of State and focal History, sesting in Butfalo,
e Yok, confected an Auard of Necit for the fund caling and cestoration
Work uhich had b acccrplished ot Bath, 192

e "B Harding Doy was celebeated in Hoshington on 6 Hay 1966,
activities vere also organized at Bath In his horcr. Open house s beld ot
both the Palmse-Harsh and teener heses during the soening booes; and several
officials fcom the Drpartaent of Aechives and History vece in actandance, 19
Hayor Wilbar Bunch of Bath presentee llsrding with a ke €0 the historic Litele
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16d at farding's Landing, vhich the citizens of
195

Bt 134 placed there in hin honor.

Finally, an Auacd of Distinguished
Service vas presented to Band llarding by the Historic Bath Commission-—the
rganization vhich he had 1ed, prasied, and inspiced since its creation in
1959.1% At the cine he roceived this macd, the aging but still inde-
fatigable Harding had oy four yeacs Left o him but during those last years
he continued to work touacd the xeslization of his dreans for Bath, bben

death Finally cane to hin in Septenber of 1970, in the cighty-Ficst year of
his age, the Historic Bath Gission and indeed everyene assoelated with

Bath suffered an irreplaceable 1oss. Nothing could ever be quite the sane.
again.

Within a feu months of B Karding's death, plans wece undecway to
cestore the tan dor Veer fouse a8 his merorial. A crallenge geant of §7,500
s otfered by the Saith Richardson Foundation for this very purgose; and in
less than a year the Historis Bath Conmission Pad raised roxe than cnush
i to qualiy for thia grane. ¥ Slowly, the work of restoring the hovse
s continued since that tine, Dy Match of 1976 plans for an Bimed Harding
Msocial at. the ton der Veer House had begun to aseume a foce definite shipe;
o usber of specific secomendations vere nade at that tine regarding
biogcaphical infornaticn, exibits, ad incerprotation. % In large sessure,
this regort 15 an ateerpt to help carry these coccmmendations into effect.

16 st 1ot be forgotten that without Bimund Harding's leadership and unseliah
Lators, historic Bath would rot have beon cestored, and torth Cacolina's
Oldest tum wld ok yet have enscged frem the auie cbacoeity into vhich

it seteled nearly tuo centuries 3.



