T VAN 088 VEER HoUSE

When the firat lots 1n Bath vere scld, they vere not desigated by mesber,
and, bocaine the acresge for the town 414 not divide svenly, sach Lot contained

ena-bal sore ant four pols

Watertront property vas weuslly constdered as an

extanston of the lots with no additions) cost So the purchaser.

o cotaber 1,
1706, ok Lawsen and Joud Nartds, Commisasoners of Eath, sold the Lot cn wech
he Van Dar Voer Heuse vas Later bullt to Thomss Sparrov, Consierstion for
e ot and ront vas ene pouse.?

Sparrow constructed & dvelling house cn his Lot aven though e earliest
deeds for Loks 1n Bath carried 5o classe for repossessica upen failure to tn-
prove the property. Less than & year Lster, e moved to Yaryland.” e ro-
Gatned oumership of the Lot but suthorised Ms persorsl property o be seld at
Publc auction.t An trventory of that sale fs appanied o this report. Spar-
ok 6104 50 1717, and his exscutor, Thomss Harding, trassferred the town 1ot te
Siard ossley of Adoanarls Caunty for 1227

Whtle the proparty was n Sparrox's possession, the 1715 Assesbly passed
e regulations reganding the sxle of lots fn Eath. Yo Lot vas to be sore then
Cne-RaLe acre, and & Babitable house had b0 be canstricted vithin cne year or
ho sale vas constdered ull and void, The Jots vare o be resurveyed snd say
perscn prevtously grantad front. property had o jay ten shllings o retatn 10,5

Apparently Sparrow cosplied vith the provisions of the 1715 lav. A portisn
f the dond rom Handing Lo Yoseley reats 5o follows:
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property ss Lot 32, even theigh that musbered designation
e————

s ot part of the dasd

Noseley probably enieyed the sest prostige of the cuners of Lot 32, Duréng.
o Long and oftan controversial sareer, he served 88 a mesber of the Colontal

spesker of the kssesbly, and surveror general.’

Camesd, tressurer of the provinee

Moseloy vus related to the F
vt 1738, ho Lransterred the 1ot and frent, 1n & deed of E1TE, o bis VKdnsatn,
"

funtly of Sath nd, st scse peint etwesn 1717

ot porter.

oty 2, 1738, Porter so1d a certatn 1ot of Land & froat 13-
i 0 Sath Tow ot the spper €54 thereof . . . comenly known by Uhe nase of
o potat? to Sinen Aldersca. The consideration was KO current meney.

A exaninaticn of the plan of Bath, ot this peint, vould suggest. hat the
property called tevn point could nct e the same as Lot 32 since thay are at
cpposite ends of toum.  According to the Flan, Lat 32 sheuld be catled forry

20" o

ersd tactors Sndicating hat scascns my have

are, novever,

exitehod the 1abel cn the Lo plan, perrape during ona of the several copy-

ings of the ortginal draing. Tiretly, the dend frcm Forter Lo Aléers refers
4o 8 1ok st the "aper et of tovnl> toe genersily veuld comsider "ipper end”
4o be that higher groun uhich extendad northward from the confluence of Back

a0t Bt cress

Secondly, the Sauthiar Yap of 1769 revesls that the post. read from Bdenton
Lo Bath eatared town through the Lo gate st Lhe northeast, comner, passed down
present Castaret Streat, thea swag south down By (Hatar) Strest tovards the

southrn potat, intieating that the Corry sy bave baen lecated there.'t he
aouthermacst poiat cartatnly woudd have Seen & sore logledl chetce for & srosi=
ing 0f 614 Toun Gresk becaase the appreach Lo the forry would have besn on nore
vl grownd, Toe Susthder Yap shove & Father steep exbaskment cn the waterfront
aostion of 1ot 32,19

Thizely, the northern bosndary for Lot 32 vas alse part of the




northarn Soundary Lne weh extanded from King Street vest to the polnt. The

Sgration "towm point” fn that sres sculd have sade far sore sense than st the
aoutrern and of Bath vbieh s’ complotely surrousded by ater.'$ Furshersore,
one of the trunssctions dnvolving Lot 32 snd fraot. sention the prosence of &
forey o cressing.

The theory that farry s Lo points vere switched, based oo the above
Fesacns, s congectare and vitheut sibstantive evidence.  Standtng alome they
oying prop-
arty 4 the town of Bath betucen 1705 and 1800 supports the cenclusicn that the

can ba challanged; bowever, & pags by pags check of a1l deeds cx

16t reforred to in the deod from Porter to Alderson 15 tndeed Lot 32,'7

Altorsen oansd town point” for over thirty yesrs, but whether or not he
ever Lvad on the proparty 1s uncortain. Ho sas restding 1n the county vhen he
2614 the 1ot Lo Wil Man Browm o Septesser 2, 1769, Brown patd enly H12 procs—
Lusation seney for the land, Snétesting & substantial drop 1n value from he HO
aettng price i 1738.% Tne structures sentioned tn eiter deods must bave
been dostroyed o eloe deteriorated to the point of 1ittle value by 1769, The
Seuthtor tap shows 5o dvelling house 1 the vistnity of Lot 2.

Villtan Brovs vas very prosinent 1 North Carolina though he has nat. re-
cetved the racognition affordsd cther North Carslinians. Browm vas & maier s

e Beastort County Wiletta and very active in politice. ¥ represented the

borough of Bath in the Assesbly In 177 and 1775 and Jodaed the Wad cause at
e caset. of the haoriesn Revoluticn. He attended all five proviniad songres

2 Sorough representative from Bath. Aftervards he vas wseng the first repre-
seatatives o the House of Comcss (1777-1780). Brown vas slected state semator
freerBosutort Comty 1n 1781 and held oftice sntid 1785." Ho and his wite
Sarah Leved tn the tovn of Bath, but probadly ot en Lot 32,

Wil1112 4nd Sarah Brom hela the property Tor cnly Tour meaths befare deed-
08 54 to Vagor Roger Craond oo January 10, 1770, for 122.06.02.% Lot €7 was



Snclated 4 the asle which acccunts for the Higher selling price. Less than

ot ek Later Oracnd conveyed Lok 32 to Phinabas Lathan for 10 proclamtden
2

Little 55 knom about. Pinehas Lathas, He sgpesrs 4o have been s

ith several chiliren dn 1750, and since he had 1o be twenty-one to purchase
2 peate s

Broperty 5n 170, ha muat have Sasn born 1n 1749 or esrlis

1751, he 3112 2ived on his plantation 1n Sesatort Countyy
[T p—
hore 18 no recorded

3 e racords are

ncless segarding any possile sestdoncy in Bath,
i possession of the property, bt s 1a also uncertata.
WAL for Tathas, nor doss Lot 52 sppea 4n the deed bocks for the yesrs 1TI0-
1850, Whetror by dosd, sherifis sale, or other seans, the lat next appesrs dn
e estate of Docter Bphratn Wnttaore in 102,24

KLtrough the Hyitacee fastly vas prostnent in Sath bofore the Revelstion,
there apparently ere o male members Lot fn Sessfort County by 1750, Ephratn

Vittasre case o Bath somstine betusen 1790 and 1795 and bagan the purchas
Besatort Comty

town 010,28 Sance no Mhitaore appesrs 4 the 1600 Census as
restdon, asd sinco his estate vas being sertled tvo yesrs later, ¢ mst be

sonmed 2at Wnitnors d1ed before the 1800 Ceneus sas taken. K the tim of his

Soastisn batuoen Lathaats purchase of Lot 32 1n 1770 and ¥hitaore's desth,
s (1ater calles the Van Der Veor House) s constructad on the 1ot %

Several facts, however, possibly help to raduce the s span for constructicn.
»

A spectaliot 4n the restorsticn of o1d hemss exasined the ssrlde
Festures of the house in 1969 and aseribed & ca. 1790 onstruction date.
Vil dnétcate that sither Phinehas Lathan or Sphrata Whttaore vere the busll
Lathin owned Lot 32 for sore thin tuenty years, 7ot the tax Mt and deed records
sndtcate that e ressined a county planter, partioularly in the yesrs around 175070




s

Stnce lathan's children in 1790 appareatiysunder sixtesn years of age, he probe.
Aty a1d not butld o Dowse for one of thes.”

Tt 2o sormn wilthaly, thocgn
Dot tapossible, Ut fine gamhrel roof house vould e been constructed for
2esse purpeses. T Lkl respens{b1ity for constrvction of the house this
[ ——

ESheuta Wntacrets nass doss 5ot appesr n the 1770 Gena, but e decinitaly
72 ke san sensoned enrer, b azpsrs to
Pave e bofore the 1800 Geneus vas ccapleted for Besutert Comty; ths ho mst
have butis e v durtng the sthto-tate 11500, A
constructicn date s be ca, 1795,

can bo placed 0 the comnty by 1735,

chetes for a prosaste

16832 125 tnerdted by Somathan Mriteore, cbvicisly a relative of Spbrata
Mttanre, ko fetled to met Ms Firancial obligaticns. A sherdffis sale on
e 33, 1662, trasoferred Lot 52 snd three otbers to Kidersen Ellisen for 82605
ot ssme day Elliscn 5018 411 the proparty o Jonsthan and Danied Marsh for ex
actly the sz constderation, thu dnbtesting that Ellison probably acted ss
Yaroh agent 40 the transaction.”

The Yarah funtly s & very proatnant cne 50 Bath and Basafort Comty, but
shether any of thea

or 1404 4 the houss on Lot 32 40 wacertain, s 1s the
2enth of tiam Jonsthan and Dantel farsh cund the property.  Scmstise betaeen
1602 a0 1624, Tosas and Henry Graand becasa the proprietors of Lot 3295 The
Ormond faatly vas also very proatasnt 1n Bath, and the property my have changad

s through sarriage, bt existing rocords sske it very diffiedt to verdfy
e posstottiey.”?

0 Cctober 19, 1624, Thomss and Honry Graoed dssded the property to Joseph
Bomner for £300.%% It was st that tise called the "bttacre Lot,® giving Further
Andcation that Wnitaore say have butle the ouse and ived there. The day after
purchise, Bomer 3014 the house ant Lot, for the aamunt of his purchas




W Dor Veor from vhom the house ook 14s name.””
w0

b Van Der Veer vas bors about 1792 and married sbout 120" By 1030

he ovaed considersble property fn snd arcund Bath and oumted efght slaves sng
o possessiens. e freo Negro between the ages of ten and thentyfour sas aleo
sttached 1o bis housebeld. 4! Van Dex Yoor vas one of the founders of the Bank.

of Nashingten (1251) and cbviously an fnfluantis) sen sn the commtty. e
14v0¢ 1n the s for tuelve years and sade scum significant changes, ssong
Wh wore now castngs on the Tiret floer doors and vindows and nev meatle

-

et the house.t? iacoh Van Der Veer sadd the hosss and Lot to illtan Harvey

for 3,000 an Desesber 29, 1936.% T high seling price svgzested saior

ss1cn of the property. Lot 32 vith the Van er Vear
House passsd to Nary Ann Barror, vife of Thomss Barrox and pessibly the dusghter
of Willias Harvey. Yary A Barrow 1ived on the prestess for & short. time after
e staats dos

R and then scld 1 to Banganin 7. Styren for $600, Abowt forty
aeres of Land noreh of tows vare tncluded 4 the se1e,tS

oo Yan Tar Voor Howso changed hands rather rapiely for the quiter century
Sfter 1850, During the Chird quarter of the isetasnth century, Lot 32 vas ovied
successively by Benjustn Styron, Willdan Gaylard, ¥atilds Robtnace, and Nartha
Haamnd. S o Novamber 20, 1876, Nartha snd G. A, Hamord convered Lot =
frent o Lot 31, and forty-tuo acres north of Bath to Villiam H. Beasle

Sessly cunnd the Land for eightaen yours before finsncial eAfficultie

forced hia to sal1 the property to George H. Browm, Jr. For much of that tias,

ho made his hose 1n the Van Der Veer Fouse which, slong ¥ith his other Jands,
becass knom as the ¥, W, Beasley Flantatient?  illtas . Bassloy's son, Join,
ttomptod to roturn the property b the funtly through purchase Sn 1894, but soam
found hiaself tn & fivancial bind that foreed his o relénauian the plantatien.
O Septesbar 20, 1501, Georgo . Browm, Jr., bocuse the cvner of Lot 32 for the



econd time.1 Seantiae within the next. tenty-ons senths, Vesley Fosbles ob-

tained the property and quickly seld 1t to J. D. Boorn on Jume 23, 1503, The
constdoration vas 84,000.% Shom held the plantaticn tract for stxteen yesrs

batore sedling to Charles W, Bowen for $5,000.5

e L2-acre tract vith Lot 32 and the frent to Lot 31 had baen ol as &
it for more than balt & century. The 1263 price of $,000 had risen to 5,000
by 1919 duspite dnteratttont Muctusticns cuused by unstable ecensate condtidons. S
Kitheugh the fnclusion of ether proserties maks EFicult sny documentary sign
of taprovencnt %o the Yan Dex Vear House sad grounds, the tncresse n value doss
ot appear 4o reflect any mfor changes. Farhaps daterioration offset iaprove-
ents a5 the Bouse's age passed the century mark, but e caly spparent perdcd
of mfor removaticn before 1919 sees to have cecurred during the yesrs 1624 to
a6,

Gharles W, Boven made the grestest changes i the Tan Do Veer House. x-
Senstve carpentry work s dene &n the nid 19205, Pervape st that time, the
abrel roof structure e convarted $nt0  ful) twp story dwelling with tio
atvional s story wings. The Snterior vas vastly altered lesving 1ittle sur-
face ovidonce of it original appesrance.’? Nuch resmovation was probaly ne-
cossary since the house vas about 130 years cld 4n 1925 ad nesely & century
. passed ince the Last mafor Seprovenent.

Charies Boven cted on Fobruary 5, 1960, and his daughter, Buth Soven S,

sanertt part o the Boven Form 5 muen

tha s and 1ot 1n Bath ko

Suith conated the ol Yan Der Veor beine Lo the Besufort Gomnty Historical So-
Stoty on duly 15, 1969, with the underatanding that 5t vould be reseved froa-the
5roperts. 5 The Yan Dar oo House sas relocated to ita present site within the

Historte Bath State Histords Site oo Decesber 22, 1970.% e state. sdready b

recetved t4tle to the property on Febmary 2, 1970.57 The OFfice of Archives



and Bistery, with the

Satance of the Histor Bath Comie

on, Taos, Segan
restoration of the exterior 1n 1972, That phase of the restoratien o new complete.

oo Diviston [foransly the Officer. ] of Archives snd History and the Historte

Bath Camiss1on are vorking cooperatively to conplete the tatertor

e tra
structare say bo fumished wxd dnterproted se & Matorts house mseum,
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