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Remarks of Chief Justice Stacy from the
Bench, Tuesday, March 17, 1926, Regard-
ing the Death of Former Associate Justice,
George H. Brown.

gm'n.msu of the Bar: Before proceeding with the
wsual work of the Court, we paus to express the sense
of loss and sorrow swhich has come to us in common with all
the people of the Stat, in the death of Julge George H.
Brown, of Washington, N. C., formerly an Asociate Justice
of this Court. For sxteen years he bore the burden o intense
judicial labor as @ member of the Supreme Court and his
opinions, always forceful and characterized by clearness and
aptaess of phrase, are to b found in forty-four volumes of our
Reports, beginning with the 137th and ending with the 130th.
“The law of the State has been eariched by his untiring effrts,
as both Bench and Bar wil readily atest. His ripe learning
and masive intellect, logical and orderly
ilgendy employed, over a long period of time, in writing just
judgments into the book of the law of a great peopl.For the
profession he served so long and well, his work will stand s
his monument. ~ He wrought mightily in his day and has carned
a st peace.

In recogoition of his great work, the Court, when it adjou
today, will take its adjourament out of respect to his memmory.

processes, were




Memorial of Judge George Hubbard Brown,
by . . Smal delivered befor the
1th Carolina Bar Assciation at
Wiightwille BeschN.C.,
July 1,1926.

g ORGE HUBBARD BROWN was born in Washing:
ton, North Carolina, on May 3rd, 1850, and dicd in the
same town on March 16, 1926,

[ i are asociated with the
Beaufort County.  His pare
) Brown. His paternal

Sylvester T. and El
cstors bore a honorable part i
among them Captain George Hubbard,
and General Thomas Hollday. O his maternal side he was
descended from James Bonner, the founder of the town of
Washington, prior to the Revolution. His grandfather was
Richard Bonner sual business cap:
e 4 the i of i dath the welthis cltien of Beaufort
Cosi. 1 imkm bt Bt s i bl A
istinguished student of prychology wrote that whenever he met
or read of a man who had made an unusual impress upon his
generation, his first thought was to- make inquiry about b
mother. More than the futher, the sedulous devo
of the mother, moulds the character and lie of the son.
mother of George H. Brown transmitted o this son her fine
intellect, her wisdom, character and coura
On Decersber 17, 1874, George H. Brown married Laura
Ellison Lewis. - She was the daughter of Henry A. Ellson and
wlih descent, whi
rench Huguenot
ssociated with

d who

setler. Mrs. Brown's forbears were also lo

W

e b e
e, Thei
Their marrie
y and more. She was 4 partner in the carly struggles of
oot bt factor in bis successes
and triumphs. - Her str n
the obstacles and pointed the way to further progress. She still
survives. May the happy memorics of yesterday temper the
sorrows of wday.
e recital of birt

ind death may be made of all men. We
born, we live through a shorter or longer series of years,
then desth. This span of seventy-six years was fled with
fruitful activities which may be bricfly summarized. _His boy-
hood comprised the period of the War between the States and
its cruel aftermath.  Poverty was universal, from which his
parents did not csape. Educatio |ww¥lunmuuﬂr limited,

tunte at the age of 16 in being enrolled at
School then Tocated st Oulor, N. G which he at
tended for two years. This marked the end of his scholastic
the clder

Daring bis mat

trated in his distinguished caree
o consider the carning of  Tivlibood and as 3
temporary expedient he entered service in a telegeaph offce and

H ind and
rtand at the age of cighteen
» New York City where he took rank

R o

st ey i his
servicein the big city, Thomas A. Edison occupicd an adjoining



“T'heir mentality wi
ed then of the

rmll

But t:ltgrmh) and life in the

nother
the rest-

ted the yearning for

ful repose of sleep, were dreams of professional conquests in
the old home state. He returned 1o Wilson, N. C., about 1870,
where his parents then lived and began the study of law be-
tween the intervals afforded by his duties as telegraph operator.
In 1871 he returned with his parents to his nata
Washington. ITmmediately he resumed the study of law under
she guidance of James F. Shepherd, swho even then was
ent student and master of ley es. Judge

| home in

nized as a di

Shepherd later married Minnic Brow er of the subject
of this sketch, “The relation of preceptor and pupil ripened into
o sincere |

Young Mr. Brown stoud his bar examination and received
Jaw license in 1872, “The report was current at the time
that his answers to the questions propounded by the Court
even then his clearness

, indica
of perception and bis aversion to redundancy and verbiage. His
youthful dream had been realized, he had mounted the first
step in the ladder of his profession.  Promptly he opened a law
office in Washington, “The proverbial slowness of clients to
seek the novitiate in law was also his fate but by some occult
process the public soon perceives and welcomes the man who
has faith in himself and the capacity to convert hope into fruit-
Tnsignificant cavses and re fees were regarded by
it as momentous issues, which likewise impressed his humble
clients, and through them his mume and capacity spread
d county. Very soon came the oppor-
ip with the late Fenner B, Satterthwai

were concise and accural

throughout the town
tunity of a partner:

(]

While the antithesis
tality and disposition, yet each
+ Satterthwaite was #
heard his contem-
sourceful and
formidable nisi prias lawyer of his time in Eastern Caroling,
and particularly in capital cases. At the same tim
ious, averse to the details of the office,
ingly fond of hun
Brown, on the con
the

is respective
pifted and successful o

porarics charact

he was far
l exceed-
aged.  Mr,
was diligent and determined o woo
His cases

L in which he frequently

law

o graces of that jes
ehully prepated both
T this respect he was a model exemplar for the youry
bers of the ba
tion to ohserve |
apply the law.

u

m present the material facts
The firm of Satterthwaite and Brown enjoyed
ntil the death of the senior

an extensive and luc

r of Mr. Browa
all continued until
ch in 1889, It has

“The author of this sketeh bec
bout 1885
elevation of the

e early professional years of Mr. Brows

v able bar. Among ¢
rd J. Warren, Judge Wil
“Thomas Sparrow and his son George A. Sparrow, and
e James |
this galaxy of e

me of Chas. F. Warren, the

only son of Judge W He was admitted to the bar only

about two years late n. Mr. Warren was a

prodigy in industry which, combined with a robust ment

soon gave him high place in the profession.
W




T have earned recogrition and respect of those paragons of
the bar and to have attached  large clientele in the face of
such odds, implies a tribute to the mentality, equipment and
indusery of M

1t may be appropriate for me to set down here some of the
impressions 1 derived by observation of and asociatc
Mr. Brown as a practitioner. He studied the law of each case
but he made no claborate notes or citations.  His analytical

mind i immaterial and et
facts. He stated the law with precision and
it upon some fundamental propasition. He cited fewe authorities
I always stood ready to differentate the cases cited by his
adversary, There were no court reportees during that .,m,a
bt he ook fewe notes of the evidence. His retentive me

refreshed by a few catch words, usually enabled

o v

and quote the testimony correctly. His quick mind immediately

At D e s o ek 8 ks ey o

oppon e admitted e was familiar only with the basic

rules of eviden yet he rarely was in error cither in the
fons 10 testimony.

s to the jury were brief but they never

presentation of or objecti

imstru

state clearly his contentions s to the lavw.
i

atory. His
winly i coloquial style, expressed
i forceful, - He always prepared
s wpuk cfore the S
ore than theee pages.
ly o quotations rom text-books o reports. He
i rrelevant ma He knew
His objective and he sought the most direct route to its atai
ment. He was frank and insistent in his arguments to the
Court, but always respectful.

Court. 1 think

The career of the lawyer was to end. He was to be clevated
from the bar 1o the bench. In 1889 he was appointed 2 Judge
of the Superior Court by Gov. A. M. Scales 1o fill a vacancy
i the First Judicial Distict. He was then 39 years of age and
had been 17 years at the bar. 1 can recall the expression of
some skepticism a5 to his judicial ftness and some slight oppo-
sition to his appointment becume manifest.
Jites, having served for some years as Democratic County
hirman: e bt hon o £ el i o mppucs of
idates for various offices. e was never i

i i i pliial s, Ho had boen 2 condate for
Congress in & prolonged and tempestuous convention i the
District, in whi s C. Latham

He had appeared 3 atorncy in many
contested causes in Beaufort and adjoining countics in
the fervor of combat had left some wounds not yet healed.
These were suffcient to engender criticism and opposition bt
At that time rotation of judges
in the State.  Judge Brown soon
ol i e

carried them 1o every cour
won dis
Taw, his speedy dispatch i
the lawyers,his niform courtesy to jurors, i
entoe ofthe digaty o te bench and rpect for the Court
for him an enduring name and rank amon the many
i i b o s e Yt 8 ot
Carolina.

After  service of 15 years as judge of the Superior Court,

embodied in more. than thirty-two volumes of reports, 1t is
ot appropriate here to e or mumber of his opinions.
Alarge majority of the lawyers cither argucd cases before that
Court o were fanil decisions. - In all the future,




the bar shall seck the guiding p
plication to he varying facs insolving

50 Tong as the bench
ples of the law for

the rights of persans and property, will the opinions of Jul;
Brown be studied and

in a factor in their adjudication.

intellect,

apsions beacon lghts I the el fo the
He was reclacted n 1912, At the <nd of s seond
after sisteen years distinguished service, he declined @
revmination He s ut the e of 1920, A
attack of influenza in 1918 had impaired bis vitality, and he
was ot content to serve longer, except upon the assurance h
of the same high

strength would permit the contin

type of service

“Ater retiement, Judge Brown resolved not o resume the
active practice of the Faw one
case, involving an import

ing to enjoin the State Commissioner of Rever
lecting certain ad valorem property taxes and franchi
By reason of the momentous problem, involving_the
poves o e s e Goreror et Jdgs B, with
other eminent counsel, to asist the Attorney-General in de-
alie il e e & sl iy i te
cases, and also in the tial in the Distriet Court.
i b s ol i 20 o e

the hea

e fling of & scparae brif, which sgain Alstrated s

o

accurate mental processes. It is interesting to recall that in
the opinion of the Supreme Court, which was favorable to the

State, manyof i popovtionsand conetions were e
1 think he made as & condition of his retainer by the State that
e would accept mo compensation
Jn itin . comimally resic at wesl rm of
Otievi bl

[ <pent in_ his
By, e rod b el paruacly of soe lghwr
class of literature, but he comprehended and retined the
salient thoughts.

He possessed the faculty of me ration in an
wnusual degree. 1t required no power of the will spparently.
I a moment he could fasten his mind upon 3 given subject,
e could concentrate for hours
iving evidence of weariness. e had the capacity to
ak deeply. He respected precedents, but he woul
accept them blindly. 1f

we characterize as the personality of a
105 the i o o oot bont G
men. 1 have referred to the intellecual cquipment of Judge
Brown, and it would be unusual if  man
mentally should not be interesting othervise. Vie
Tighter side of his nature, he had few fads or hobbies.  When
1 7o e, and ety duin W i s psctiing
Tawyer, he was exceedingly fond of good

im i thse days il el m. u..)y recreation
isted in driving 4 handsome horse
days Tawvyers did much more travel s than
and b shras tok prde i aving . speedy and
some horse. - Occasionally his passion for horses would

knew '

In those

2 over e

an
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induce him to make trades, or incidentally to engage in horse
prding 2 b il o o 8
i ber fformes aporteits o
i his

e e B o Bl e
bile
s holding the reins over a well-matched and well-bred
i g i e S S
younger days he would travel miles to witness an evenly
‘matched horse race, The vice of gambling never attached to
him in the form usually practiced.  Neither did he take
chances in business ventures, - Rarely, if ever, did he deal in

due

or commodities on_the exchang mind func.
tioned with such sccuracy that he was not inclined to venture

anything of value on & mere hazard or chance.

society of his friends, and was occasionally
conversation, but never unduly persistent or

Like most of s, he sometimes discussed other men,
and particularly men in the public eye, but very seldom spoke
unindly even of those he criticied. He was disposed to un-
cover the good traits and to conceal the weaknesss of his
fellows.

Did he have faults? Certainly, and he was abways wiling
to make the admision, but, if any, they were faults personal
to himself and which wrought no injury to his asociates or his
friends. 1 recall writing some years ago for some occasion a
and, after he had read it, e asked why
d some of his faults. In discusing our
ey in life or death, let us remember the
imoniton o the genle Nosarene, “He that i withou i

im first cast a stone.”

among you, let
In character he was above reproach. 1t i true, he possssed
what we call the acquisitive talent, and by industry and

economy he accumulated what may be considered a substantial
fortune, and pasticularly in view of his meagre income a5 2
ludon H was o ot Lt hlpetian bt st 1nd
s fullen.” Qule. iy b epecd
e o T 1 il Gt T Rt o
and was dissatisied untl they were paid. There was nothing
artificial about him, and he always strove to be natural.
I coelmion, 1 may sey tht ths memora reprscs 30
effort 1o portray.

unusual man. He was @ consun

Tawyer. He was a great julge, both in the nisi prius and
appellate courts. His.intellectuality was perhaps his chict
attribute. He has Teft the imprint of his life wpon the adumi
istration of the v in his native State, and it may truly be said
that "his works do follow hin.

—0—

an



Before the Supreme Courk of North Caro-
lina. Memorial Address on Presentation
ok Patiait of Jistice Cestae Hubbard

rown by Robert Watson Winston.

A it please the Court: It s becoming quite customary,
abserve, to refer to “the old court” s though the
e i  dfmive eaning. Ao one st s To
Tawyer the old courtsgnifis the court which examined
s to e, the old court is St

h, Ashe,

granted hi

and Rufi
court s Clark, Walker

day, our Honor—may the day be far distani—yon yourselves
wil Bave become “the old court

Now the court composed of Chict Justice Clark and the
called over, was as typical a body
a8 whale they were the ol
y the State of North
the North Temperate Zon
iy bo cotsaod e i o g
e tie 32 a6 dgrof stk atiude,
g i the g radical, except in conservatism.
o i a4l s
sefer to the individual members of the old court, but to that
i

body a5 a unit. For ind y
should say, were typicl of the State—probably on
tainly the Chief Justce, with ideas of judicial progress wl
startled even the sagebush courts of the northwest, was not
typical of the good OId North State; nor was Walker, with
the exclusive aroma of the Cape Fear; nor Brown, with a total

e 0 b N ki el o el
e News and Obsrer. As comerns the aver two Judge

only two of its members, |
e Co

an

there was

or and Hoke, it must be said of the former
il tenderness and
by himself, his sweetspiited soul could not typify the rough

h of North
with his Joud, honest Luugh, his hearty

a class

ways, his assumed air of Democratic lincage and environment,
undoubtedly stond for the unconventional old Tar Heel St

e st st o o i, howers, 0 v

f
e The oot
they served—courage, hon . poise, an
g o A Pt
Holden, draws a stromg picture.  Halfway between the poles
lies the State of North Carolina. “The north wind, rus
the south wind, rushing up
The challenge is accepted,
i they meet; off Hatteras, the Golgotha of the sea, they
Mountain-high roll the waves, “beckoning the white-
As with the
t 0
B il ok s
the other. “The
lenges the o e

- e
et wind o I wl
i it s S ek e s Norl
pontimislrmalorim o Sy hisgons
f B, v e oy s v, e b e Ol

North Carolina is good, the tendency is upward. ~ Analyzing

a5



the compite pic the old court, can it mot be said that
Clark was the \xvunml of ra Hoke the exponent of
democracy, and Walker the adherent of precedent? Undoubt-
dly of the five Connor was the chance
o e o g Ot of e of radicalism and
i, of demosacy and aiocay, of ity od urs
s, cane e o8 soore And of i e said that
the whole was greater than the sum of its parts o beind
this Court stood nearly three million freemen, and behind it
o stood an honest record of justce tempered with mercy.
i

alism

judge, while Brown

um of s and

mercury, the seel presing downward, the mercury pres

upward, the results
"The e George Hobibard Brown played fn tis udiial
any other

always the correct time.

drama was unique, more so, pechaps, than 1
actor o the boards. From the day North Carolina_judges
were elected and not appointed, Julge Brown filled a place no
other judge has ever filled—bhe was the acknowledged exponent
of the vested interests of the State. Not only did he not cater
o the people, he advocsted princples they opposed. On the
bench he stood for property and pr
the rights of persons. Not only did he do th
i the fac; and o g had b stod for cqual and exact justice
o corporate interests, o
had become 4 source of strength
party conventions and a the polls the State of North Carolina,
withits checks and balances adjusting the rights of persons and
1t of things, looked to George H. Brown to represent
e e Yo e e Bt Joial
shock-absorber of the Court, absorbing and short-circuiting
willdeat leislation, s the lightning:rod short-circuits a fash of
lghtning.

the

an

Within their sphere he considered the people supreme, but
o further. I matters of finance and in all other technical
cient knowledge

information to vote intelligently. For example, on the issue
of gold and slver as the basis of monetary value, or on the
question of freight rates, that i to say, of the cost t0 a railroad
o transport commodities per ton per mile, he would prefer a
opinion of S Melln or o A. P Thom, g (mmvrl
fo the anited seloeds,t that of the peopl. ler
e e T ol b o e
st e el it put i bl e B il
against the people, he went his way rejoicing.

Nourally, such & ok was o el et he rformers
admired him more thun they did one another. In truth,
there be one thing the average reformer seems to dislike
than another, it s a brother reformer. 1t follows, therefore.
that Clark, the radical, was closer to Brown, the stand-pater,
thn o e r G,y s, Of Brown, Clark
expected o s
S Bk sl Bt i
These men would not leave a wellbeaten ju
tread an obscure mountain trail. A few years ago, when
s e of ChiE J..,m Clak ware 1 1% Ay
Justice Brown wrote the opinion, deciding in favor of the
o s, Thovgh Jodge Clark and Jde Brown stood
at the two ends of the political poles—one a disciple of
LaFollecs, the other of Grower Cleland—they were the
i e ey s Beown s Tow
Danicls. There may be anohe reson for this kindly lvrhng
for Judge Brown by the reformers, he was the most impersonal
o e inelecl, thoroughly detached, and. unemotional.
He never scolded n
e oot af it without g s tempr,or e coukd

ssed; he could it by and see a man

an



write an opi some uterly baseless, usless, and
absurd case with s much gravity and seriousness a though the
s e of s impotanc. At o b e e
ith il b o with i, We bt of bl
with young and poorly prepared law
s o o e ey
“The moment a lawyer wandered
from the issues, he would call him back, often doing this s0
brusguely s togiv offense. Bt when the opinion came down
rent that Justice Brown hiad been sounding a prope

utting

Jodge. Montgonssy, jon, once said of Justice
Brown that of all the Superior Court juges, he was the best.
It s casy to understand why a Supreme Court jude should
nake this statement; the judge of an appellate
Sl e it oty oM e SRS
without hesitancy or dodging. That ki

¢H. wa

date for Governor nor Senator. - In fact, of him I should say
in the performance of hi
dutis as a i prius judge. 1 have never known one to sur-

pass him in-the climination of extrancous matter, and in dis-
wering the real points of a case. The isues culled out by

i and put to the jury were sharp and clear.cot, ke the cdges

of a diamond. - When going from county to county and hold

ing court he was simply holding. court—not teaching Sunday
i a .

aleader. At the
chool of James H. Homer at Osford, where the lad was a
pupil for two years—all the schooling he ever had, by the
way—no one surpassed the young fel

i oion e Hlled—"Maghus Brown” the bogs alwas

low.  His nickname shows

s

Great Brown” And great he was. In the first

alled
place, he was physically 8 man, being well proportionc
of power and authori
about one hundred and
courageous, loyal, no
il ety mrndn. because he cared for
of the State and no find
I be applied 10 Justice
e, Speak
of his individuality and aloofoess, Emer-
el s B 6 St e
I an clm tree 35 with Thores
d s

d, closely

10 more, one may search the
A remark of
;

H
E
£
£z

some searching quest

finaliy. In fact, his voice seemed made to order—voi

pory i i ooy v o e

feature ampl, nose, mouth and ars lre, forchead expunsive,
o imcruable as the Shins.

d & countens

H

ments were slow

was thoroughly Taki
ll i ke o cn e B Y e i Ml ot

th Marshal, without loss of dignity
o citer, When Rufus Choate was sl
e

great.
And o one more looked the
aking fex words from the bench, when he did

the julge.
s it was 0 the i, nd [.Ulrnlh a vital point. 1t has
of this Court that when he

been said of one of the
e o andicd aspeesing b
going to lose his case. Not s0 with Julge, o

e o camoutgs about i one aways knew where t0




him. Not double-faced, what he professed to be that he was.
e the man in the boat, he did not ook one way and row
e was the essence of logalty. 1f you were his
ehind your back he was more your friend than o

He suffered no one to speal il of his friends or of
the principles he stood for.

imen of physical man-
and  remarkably clear
il e d vt ol orplay i with b prt ]
lstingly scarching around for some
a false theory.  For example, belicving that
property needs protection as much as persons, in suits for per-
o injries when the il prty was e, b o
posed multing the innocent corporation with damages
v his opinions were generally short and to e point.
was quite simple, T was but a
16 one followed the rule, he should be
it he diobeyed, the rule he should sufer. With judges the
al often sways the resson, and the law becomes uncer-
Hence, the ol

Drocesses; he was not cver

reason to suppo

rd cases are the

of the law, in the law as written.  Better an occasional hard-
ship through the courts than that the whole system of juris-
prodence become & mere game of chance. Hence, Judge Brown
adhered to the leter of the law. Wit mnercial paper
was sacred. Notes, blls, bonds, these must be paid, and when-
soever 4 commercial paper got culation, having; been
daly e, t et to Judee Brown . o idont
s sacred and indefen
currency. So s to real estate, I teials of title to land,
Justice Brown stood by the ancient

ke he was

Courts, in their eagerness to give expression to the mores of
the people, to put themselves in line with the best thovght of
the community, often become legisators. Brown never did
s, With Bacon, Justice Brown agrecd that the province of
a judge s to declare
“The new idea that judges should not express their own views
and convictions, but should search around
wishes of the best lement i society, and g
same, regardles of law, he souted.  Satisfied with juris-
prudence as it is twday, he was ot desirous of overturning
ity or of falling back on the judicial “recall”  His aim was to
follow in the footsteps of Ruffn, of Gaston, and of Rodman,
s or feathers.  Hence, he wrote no

to do this without
starling opinions.~ Coke and Blackstone were good enough for
is i being that he could ot equal the masters

s at schol unde the cder Horner,
Tearned how to study, how to d. Ol man Jim,"
s he Toved to call his great teacher, taught him o be intensive,
ot extensive, taught him that one must know mach and not

many dhings. o thowe two years Judge Brown ascribed his

success i life. Undoubtedly his accuracy, his correctnes, and
i directness must be aseribed to this period and to this teain-
ing. Three books of Casar, the first book of Livy,

litle of Virgil,
But what e taught, he taught. - Abor
days in the weck, would be the
=

o i B A e ol o i e By
Tine that had been gone over during the week would be re.
viewed on Friday, and every. tense, mood and

i el o s Ko, v Bt wa s .

)



of accurate thinking: he was only sixteen years old—
b day of i death contimed the proces,

ch saying that one should have a conscience
usements; that one should ot b
sl smwuthy of I In s b sendend
red. - His sense of |

g subile and sele

Brown cor

1t ke e sk, A ol
as had  lavor

, he was nterested i such wit

Sryclr i
of the Atic or was natual and spontancon

ey, Justce Brown st
e called our Dissenting Judge—he was unwilling to bend the
Taww to meet diffcult situations or to win popular favor. Thus
o the point of
party 1o 1 contract, though interested

e could never bring his I
that one who is not 5

. could sue into the same and recover damages
i s e iy of Wb

legal bass for an action by the citizen of & municipality

& water company when the citizen's property had been b
for lack of pressure, in violation of th
between the town and the water comps
ing what is called mental anguih for failure to deliver 4 tele-
i made o sy to ot B ey el
and 4 mere auempt at a
xm.m Company (171 N. C, 24
Thercfore, in a suit against a telegraph company for faling
o deiver « message to a lsborer announcing the death of
loyed plaintif, Julge
s,

tenms of the contact

s also involy-

person who, ten years before, had

jon- awarding s

ase. “Though the pl
e s e v il
o ek i e e 6

i

e

for  suit. As the learned Justice put it, “the
f that kind dhat can only be asaged by menal sol-
likewise dissented in Horton

agony

s, however, Judge Brown was always.

scribing o sinster motives 1o his brethren.
5 P v b bl o 2l with th el
F M Lnpenclly i Aipambaaily! o abas v
the game from the sdelines. And this Judge Brown could do.
Being but a cog in the judi

g out of certain goveramental questions, s such and ot
atherwise, e functioned. 15, howeser, all s beld thee
mmatable views, form
of o

asad day when the tib
Without them

of absolute judges becomes extinet.

e o

eat business enterprises could

g Brow's mind bing sople and dirc, b apprcied
gl qustons practically and intitvely, in this respect re
o Machal, Kufi, 1

ind philosophical he was content
Harvard and Carter of Oxford.
themseles with farfeched an
ey miht o of oiginl sources, but not o Judge
Brown.  Like a skillul musician, intuitively he detected the
lighen e mote i il it

have looked at the head of this man
e i by i i poderous way, g of the ireevant

ey



I redundant, eliminating the prelogical and extrancous, eager
< pursuit o truth, unmoved by popular o
1 have sid “there s the biggest brsin 1 ever sav.”
But George Brown was not only & man physically and men
tally e v seo 0 mon el nified and esheti
the Episcopal CI # which he was an occa-
struck a responsive chord. in his equally

nly 3 n

impersonal mature.

day e and 1 were discussing the subject of the Here-
after. We had spoken of ho insccountable, how inexplicable
ound about us seemed. What s the origin of

ind? How appalling the immensity
bl rmecaly

o

L Pt e bl L | =t

I out. I don't resson it ov

[ sucked it in with my mother's milk,

v York State and at Clifton Springs, where he went some-

times before he died, there was & thorough
old

N
ed.

man would repeat some ancient prayer or read a line or two
from the Hebrew prophets. So reserved was Julge Brown,
e sat 50 far in the rear of his affectic rally had
litle knowlede of the man. ~His feclings he kept to himself,
Yet und i city where e lived for many years
awhilea Justce of this Court, the youngest child loved him and
many @ -Iny the twvo would g0 off t0 John Robinon's circus
alon ot alone, your Honors, there was a_third one

Rilly he o el cont, 0 st s s s bk,
Are ot the deepest streams those that make least noise? What
ecame of Regan's and Gonerill's professions of love for their
father when the old man was in need? Was not Cordelia’s

eople e

e

Tove for Lear deeper than theirs? As with Cordelia, so with
Brown—chary of protestati s, but ample in the
service of friendsbip.

“Unhappy that I am,
1 cannot heave my heart in my mouth.

1 love your majesty according to my bond,
Nor mure wor less”

“There is a loyalty of the lips and another Toyalty of the

heart, and this laer Julge Brown had. - Indeed, those who
Know him best know that he reached the height of Toyalty,

Toyalty 0 loyaly:
With these sterling virtues Justice Brown would ot have
been human did he not likewise possess faults, but his faults

his biographers that they shou
they should paine him true to life—warts and all

The main facts of Judge Brown's life are few and simple.
poliican in early life, serving a5
ee of Beaufort, at

Though he was quite 3
of the county exccutive com




justly prowd. Among these were Captain George Hubbard
and G Thomss Hollidsy. On his mother’s side one
discovers James Bonner, father, foundee of the
and Richard Bonner, maternal great-
grandfather, the wealdhiest ciizen of Beaufort County. Fron
b Jusi Brown st v nocl i by he
el which e became perhaps the best authority in
e S mm among. the bankers, on the subject of stocks
and ke se
Aler oy st oo, exd e e of ighe, b
secured 4 New City a5 telegraphic operator.
Hen 0 o s e s e telegraphy,
aqickness of mind ki i
ot that Thomas A. Edion occupicd a desk adjining youn
Brown in the telegraph office.
some two or three years, the y
North Carolina, where his parents were the but
c removed with i parens 1o i bithlae in
Wibiogun, He onw bog te sy of Lo e
tion of Chief Justce Jumes E. Shepherd, and in 1872 was.
Ay Tcened by this Court i s closen profession. - Shortly
s b fonmed 5 coptrioeri it Femner . St
This partership lasted until the death of the senior
about 1882, At the Washington bar at that time
such imminent lawyers s David Miller Carter, Edward
Wasrs, Will . Rodnt, Thonas S, G e
mes E. Shepherd, and Charles F. Warren. Among
e e e George H. Brown stord dearelly high
His arguments to the jury were expressd i simple words, but
ey and foreflly, the el ik of the ke and the
" s 4 trial bawyer s strength lay “in o
memory, a qick mind which ooslly el
error in the adversary, in 2 familiarity

maternal g

town of Washingt

a short i

o

evidence, and in the diligence with which he prepared his
ted hiscase with precision and based it upon som
Sundamental proposition of Taw, cting few authorities”

cases, He st

11 contioued untl the year 1889, when Judge Brow

o e Superor Cout by G Sk, Judge
then thirty. of age, and after a ser

the hup:lmr o b o ded

of his Ce re he served for

An

siteen years, retising on account of ill e i 192,
acute attack of influenza in 1918 having impaired his vitality,

e was ot content o serve longer, except upon the assurance
that bis strength would permit the continuas
i from

quietly at home in Washington, occasionally holdin  special
term by appointment of the Governor.  During I

in fact, d Tife, e was an omiverous reader,
reading rapidly.  After the duties
would retre 1o his chamber and read current lie
that dared 1o be alone

ays,
his cni

i the day were ended, he

spent much of his time in s library. - Amon;his diversions it
tioned that he was fond of & good horse, and
i always kept & fine paie of horses for b
stables. He was likewise fond of hunting, and oftentioes o
the circuit at the end of the week would g out with some
d e the ke b e
" O Decemir 17, 1874, €
et .L...an of Henry A

may be also m

rown was married to
Laura Ellion Lewis
Eliso liza A. Tripp. Mrs. Brown is of English and
French descent
upbuilding and progress of the city of Washington and of

n



ey were posessed with pride and ntelli-
W were influen thie community, thec
o s bl b el digh. The
d Mrs. Brown embraced more than
iy e wd
Her

life of Justice Brown an
Balf 4 century. - She was & partner in
in his successes and triumphs.
i and. ety e s of i T
It at her request that [ now

o portray.

Remarks of Chief Justice Stacy, upon accept:
ing Portrait of former Associate Justice
George H. Brown, in the Supreme Cuurt
Room, Tuesday Morning, April 12,1927:

WL Yo oy 90 g o e e
e bell” Judge George . Brown passd off the stage
n anid m.‘ o our keeping, a record of igh sevice ta
a heritage of great worth to his felow-m.
cen years, a5 an Asaociate Justce of this Court, be
cessantly, writing just ,udx ents into the “Book
His

g e b ound 5 g o ol
published Reports, beginning with the 137th and endin
the 180:h.
concur i the cstimate of the speaker that he will take
prominent place among the ablest urists of the Commonwealth.
He posesed 0 4 marked degres ot only the it of words,
 the profession
ok Al v o e e

s pro-
volume of our

celings il b pubised i the forthe
Reports.




